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"T mad g«-mus of thc .San Fruncisco

. bar~ ... “acourt jester” . .."d publm.’y

.mad’ pettifogger” . . “the 8. Hur

iof. : the .-legal: . pm[rssum —these  are

", .among the kinder things said about fun

anasro altorney Meloin Mowron' Belli

pronounced “bell-cyc”). That he is un-
questionably among the greatest living

Atrial lawyers, however, is concerled ciren

;by Bellvs legion o[ enemics, including 1o

[ew as formidable in stature as the dieri-
can Bar Association, the merican Medi-

cal Association, wmost major

ﬁnm J. Edgar Hoover, obert ]\’('»‘n.‘-r.-’_\'.

Richard Nixon .and. perhaps most re-
ently, the city of Dallus, Texas, cuer sivce

" Jack Ruby—with B

was sentenced to death there jor the

nurder of Lec Harvey Oswald.

- . An eminent attorney long before
Ruby trial, “Belli has had more cjjest wn
the law in the past ten yoars 411“.. any 3
lawyers in the last cc
:sibly overenthusiastic apinion of u ool

league. Indeed, many

‘established, or carvied  Jorvward,

L precedents in dmerica’s ctofl and crim-

tnal law. Defending those accused of va e,

robber)' assault, arson, murder, fraud,
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.even overlime /unl.m" he has won lit-

_erally hundreds of cvininal cuses. Bui he
" Hs best known as “The King ‘of Torts”"—

-a title he cordially dislikes—for his vic-
>tories in move than 100 personal-injury
“and medical-malpractice suils. in wlich
s he has earned for clicnts awards rang-
e .

“ducer,

insurance:

Belli us-his counsel—-.

. .
inz from $100,000 to a record-setting
$675,000. He has lso pioncered the
use of “demonstrative cvidence” before
juries—graphic, and sometimes grisly,
courtroom displays of artificial limbs, au-
tomy plotog npl s, skeletons, manne-
q'um, A rays, wilnesses on strelchers—
m.spnmv William Prosser, farmer (’crm
of the -University o[ California  Iaw
Schoo[ 1o .call hine “'a Hollywood pro-
" and has triais “Lp:a a[ the super-
(.‘uli)'c.n'll'.” So potent is the Belli image,
however, that defendant insurance com-
panies have sometimes made substantial
parzids when meve mention scas
wide that Bell weghi be hured.

An international law practice, plus a

prodigious schedule of writing, le cluring
and teaching, takes Belli avound the
seorld, wsually foiwed by a seake of
controversy. But-no cawe las carned i
as many ficadlines v the one he los 13

weowhere le vaised a
courtroom sensali: ydeaping wp cjier
tire annowrcement .,;' the werdict, iears
in his eyes, to denounce “The deatlt sen-
tence jor Jack Ruby s “the shotgun jus-
tice of @ kangaroc court”

It ivas to explore the issues and the
aftermath of this histeric ivial, as well
as the other unpopsular cawss he las es-
Dboused during his 32-vear carecy, thut we
went to San Franciseo emly this spring
for an exclusive imerddew with the cu-
Lattled 57-year-old artorney. He greeted
us in the threestory Belli Luilding.
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it has been formally " desifgdied lSlul'
Landmark Number 408 by i Cadlifor-
nia Historical Associalion. 1i Incul Sar
Francisco Gray Line toungQuchice a
glimpse from the strect thrg@dh the pic
ture window of his ornaice ce, wh('r’
Belli himself may be seen aififis mnlﬂ"{ ;
lesk consulting 1 ar (l co.-'
leagues amid a ap.'c.’.:culur
lange of heavy eiystal chana
chairs, leather couches,
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In a casual dispicy of '\/m/ stite, g
ciousness, millionaive Bell: [I7ited to u
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Jor our use during the ooanoana Le
wined and dined v ovegallv inidsy

S2850.000 Twin Peaks howe. During ours i
weeklong sevies of conversalio.s. we it >
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ot e e e -% . vision: EAYIRER i‘g%drh.’.:;;‘“‘ “fin
/'-._ : PLAYBOY: You rid vree 1 pA . )awaid -\hml‘t\{ % heen Npent prior-
- S .

\\-armv“l'»\"’llu- e hasd - munent iy lor the A an Bar Asociation—
10 defend the pzn'i.\lutd. \mpnpul:\r o while lie was alive. But pot untl Oswald
fendant.” You pru'.c'(‘\ your it when . was salely dead did he get a covisscl
"."“ defendéd Jack Ruby. Wwould you When bis lawyer couldn’t be cimbarrassed
have been i willing to deiemt tee Os by being seen sitting next to an assassitt,
. wald if he had lived? . an un]mpulnr defendant, then natiotad
.t peite: 1 would hive hated to, for 1 loved . AR AL president Walter V. Craig wis
' |;uk,.}§cmu_‘l\y ey much. But as a Law- appointet o represent Oswald at the
Syer, gt P ledge that any man . Witrren Commission hearing. .
il\:\rng with anv crime, however 'hc.'i- . PLAYBOY: Despite the Warren Report,
“nous, IS entitled o campeient vepr senta- the beliel persists in some civeles, esp -
tions So if Oawald had lived, amd he aally abroad, that Owald and Ruby -
Thadn't been able to obtin othey compe: were pastics toa right-wing plot against
,.lcmftmnmcl. and I had been asked to - ~ the President’s life-—a plot in which the
~ gake his casc—yrs, 1 would lhave repre- ’ H FBl, the Scaret Service amdeven the %
' .'-:scnlt-d him. 1} had .rdus‘cd, ] fecl 1 . X Warren Commission mn.\pircd 0 Con- i
~wouldthave had to turn in my shingle. 1 ceal “the v’ Do you feel that these ! 5
“like to think that the American Bar suspicions have any substunce? s o ¢
Lk ‘-'.A]\;|sn°|.su||k so low that there are not petu; Theyre hallucinatory and utter- ¢ - '='
A - other defensc atorneys in this country 1y prcposlcrous.Doyml want to know who ! 3 ;
A “who would have done the same (hing. 1 believe is solely yespousible for starting R =
pLAYBOY: Do you! Wink Oswalds vights these rumors? The Dallas police depart- 0 e
as an accused wore :ulcqunl('ly_pmlcclcd sment ol the Dallas district atorney’s " ]
by the Dallas authoritics? oftice. ‘Lheir ominous insinuations that
BELLE: Oswald's treatment by the Law was > ().\\\'nl(l":m(l Ruby knew cach other start- E .
the biggest seandal in the history of Qd duriug'lhc trial. In the judge’s cham- : _
American ju\li('('. The world saw the ixers 1 lru'fl to pcrsiu:ulc the, DUAL 0 : |
horrendons .\‘pcelndc of Oswalil, without - . announce in court that there was no } c
_ lepal counscl, suterrogated for hours and . truth  to those nun'ors—-wluch (Z()ll‘fl : :
3 thrust into that Friday-night moeb-seenc ) . * Jiave been (luzhlwd right there—-but 1t :
. '~"l’£""“ confereness’ “and shouicd  nuis ‘ ;nppc:u'cd to me that the A :.'n(ml)'n_gml P
: "im‘; in pu\i(‘.c headquarters conridors. \ them, so s to make j;ch Rathy scem some ERE
_) “$1c had no counsct Lo object a8 dosens of kind of c(mspir:nlmiul monster. So e .
- selfaccking. setlserving cLuhorities” rumor that he had killed (_).\w;;hl o si- s
2 volunteered 1o the Press deeir prejudic Tenee” him got cabled abroad, and 1t “‘gé E
x cial, incriminating and otherwise uwar . sieadily manhroomed, he nitchiing the 3t :
.  panted  staremens regarding Oswalid's - jmage tot only of ory Law-enforcement
- sailt, 11e went 2 fall day without cenne 1. agencies, s of cur nation. v has hees:
2 sel, Inomy beticf. the public’s wmonning Heade W appear thatour F131 cither conie. .
) oy duimad the city into wnding the sot or would notrepaoit the fall story of :
o plcsi('lcnl of the-Dallas Bar Association, lhc‘_’_;_)lm." ‘There was even an_outrageous ' N
Q 1. Louis Nichols, 1o visit him in Lis cell. rumor that our owh President Lyndon B i
3 As far as ! kuow, Nichols has never Johnson conspired in the assassination, ; o
. A been inside @ il courroont except for 1o succeed o the Presidency. Now., {
:0 official inductions to office, culogies and know as miuch about the assassination
'l . ceremonial purpores: this legal parason as any man alive, and 1 can tell you fladly
i2 then did whit strikes me &8 \nn‘hmk:\'hlc that itowas the barren, wlitary act ol Lee
PR} and unforgivable by piving an interview Oswald, Tle was @ crazy mat. And he
14 to the press that, probably rd“s""”"‘:d and Ruby’ wer€ stratigers. These are
5 Oswald's obvious and valid ““';‘-‘""'cf that facts, Vhe mos i redible thing to me -
he was mentally deranged. Nichols 1old § s why the FRI it pass along 1o he
: the press that “he l"“kf‘l |u'rft‘t’.l|)' all 1 Seeret Service the lenethy file it had on
: ) right ome.”’ which gr:unm.msl',':n.ul anto- Oswild, But as ach as 1 detest the
+8 o mativally helped he Dallas establishmenit 1 type of man that J. Edgar Hoover is. 1
19 coudution public © yinion against any £ 't make m'yscl[. believe that the FBI
= 9. anity defense by Oswald. Where ‘.‘.“5 an . or the GIA or anyone cle sn]nu'c.\wd
1 Oswirkd delense ‘."“"”‘" to sevcam in prowo tnowledge of Ly plot. On the Warzen
-9 ) test when Dallas l";“:‘c‘:"“"' told nu.lhnns Comission, we huad seven wise and hou-
2 . warching an television. “Oswald s (lrc grable men, some of the best 10 they .
)3 ginilly man. Thae is no doubt ;Ill()lll. it, couldu’t come up with the truth, then
14 . amt we're poiny 1o fry Liml” What kind Gud pity us At
)5 of defense counsel would have cansented PLA,YBOY:' What significance do you at
iR .t the Dalias police d"l"‘"“‘c“".s__“"‘.‘1‘-' wch to Warren's statement, during e
Ve _l‘“WY_ S“‘I’id..,““}’{ “‘;"ﬁ"ﬁg-{)".,_ Commission’s deliberations, that the full
327, ) aory ol the assassination “won’t comc
. out in our: lifetimes™?

geitl: Nonc. That was 2 horsc’s-ass

_thiTig Tor Justice, Warren to 53y T don't




e nudant ansce S
you're looking tor ueil tv, though,
1 can 1cll you sometly ot people
never knew. ‘Uhe night sefore Oswald
was shot, [ learned, a Dallus policemman .
and  his girlfricad  alked with Jack
Ruby, trying to get him 1o approve of

i the “klea of having  Oswald lynched.

{ Their reason was that, they koew whatha

. weak-minded guy Jack Ruby was. At the

o trialy ] never meptioned the cop and his

i girl, beeaunse I never could locate them

¢ again; they just disappeared.

© pLAYsoY: Why did you take on the Ruby -

. cascd. Some say it was for the publicity. .

i BeWt: Look,1'm for. hire. I will defend:

"3 -anyone who comes to me—even the pres-

*% “jdent of the Bat Associntion suing a guy

% [or"dcf;uhﬁl_ion; for, accusing him of -4

%« being a liberal, in favor of civil rights, ;

“duc progess of law, and against wirc tap--

-ping. My, service to the community as a-

3 trial lawyer is that,§ am for hirc by

»;' cither side. As _far as publicity is con:

JO\;.RA;..;"\).

.
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fore that_travesty of a trial ever came’
along. Ny motive in.taking the cise was -
-that T hoped 1 might bé able to do some-

I~ .

. psychintry, for law, “and for tolerance.” -
- But I didn’t volunteer for the job. Jack’s
“brother Earl asked me if I would take -
. thic case. and he offered -me a defense {ec
et ool S100,000. ‘

N

O oo

[T
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-

" your decision? :
“geti: T oagreed to take the case for the

" reasons I've just stated. But since you've

brought up the moucy, it might interest

. you to know that 1 never got anything

like $100.000 for the case. Winn 1 got
w:ls.‘(lcl)!s—')il’:s. expenses for our delense
team, for the medical experts who flew to
Dillas to testify for Ruby, and other costs. -
I did-get about $12,000 from the Rubys,
but I-paid for every other cent of the
costs out of my own pockct—about.
i $15,000. It might alsa’ intercst you to
know that T was offcred $100,000 from -
¥ another source not to defend Jack Ruby. -
I'm not saying what source.
PLAYBOY: “Fhere lus been some specula-
' “tion that the offer cume from a well-’
' known right-wing Dallas oil millionaire.”
st I that’s ‘what you heard, that’s:
what you heard? ” <o
pLAYsOY: That's all you want to say
about i@ '
. seu; No morc—now. ’

© 7. praysoY: All right. Once you 'ncccpt-:-

ed the case, what made you dcecidec on a
. plea of temporary insanity?

" meitk The incontrovertible  cvidence
of psychiatric examinations. Jack Ruby
was and is a very sick man who belongs
in a mental hospital. We owed to our

@ i pational image a dramatic example of

T héwiifeAmcrican legal systcrpursd
n" R _:‘z'ﬂ_:‘ps .. m o

Ler ewr Ver .
ar)
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.- e

- cerned; I'd had my 6l of that long be- . 7~ '

. thing for that sick'man, Jack Ruby, for . -~

! praveoy: Did that sn‘l'm' play any part in e ]

" sassination had stunned - and shocked

o - - . - t
" {client has-ever been more’ graphically

" {court“of mockery and errors and prej- 74§ . €
" udice in law and decency we were going :§ 9
- . :to face in that city. There isn’t one fair- 0
*‘minded lawyer who won't appreciate .8
- iwhat I'm saying when the transcript can ‘8§ - <
- be read: I've disagreed with jury verdicts 12
‘before; every lawyer has. But I've never ’3
:felt that the jurors ‘weren't honestly 24 i
_trying 1o do their very best—except on 5
{that black day there in Dallas. ye
. 'pLayBOY: Bitter criticism and even 26 .
‘ American Bar Association ceusure have 27
‘been leveled at you for shouting after '8

= peratively, and in cars that a kanguroo

[N o M3 s o

che incongy in our lw's uneor-
sstanding Sental ilness. Jodeed, for ¢
) ~

1 the world G s and appreciate the mod-
“ern medical specialty of psvehiotherapy’
1at work was onc of the great prevsises of
Uthat trial. And those brilliant clinical -
experts—psychologists and neurologists { -
_who .cxamined Jack Ruby put to-;
gether an unmistakably clear picture of . 3
‘a mentally unstable man whom the as- { |

{and impelled into {rantic, "atiention-
!secking compulsions beyond his pgwer'
| to control. Nothing I've ‘ever sensed i’
{ advance, about the line of defense for a

{justificd by the evidence—or more ig-
nored by a-jury. '
T never dreamed what a- kungaroo s §

“the verdict, “May 1 thank the jury for ~_
.victory of bigotry and injustice!” Hov- R
‘do-you feel about it now? .. s
BELLE: As outraged- as 1 did then’ It
vas a spontancous outburst of horrvor at
the cailous death sentence {rom a jury |
that had tanen acrualiy less thin one
‘hour to consider all of the complex
scienzific testimony alout that pitfal,
, afllicted livde man. 1 shouted long, vitu-

4 court and a bigoted jury had railroaded |
i Jack Ruby to purge their collective con-
_science in a rape of American justice |
i that made Dallas a city of shamc forever-
:more. Too often have our courts of law
ishqwn us that vindictive streak, that
idrive to heap society’s sins upon an indi- !
‘vidual, that hypocritical refusal to face!
ifacts inhcrent in which are unpleasant
jtruths about ourselves. The watching,
« .i listening world needed to hear a voice!
"from among those Americans who recog-i
“nized what had happened, and who were
“sickened by Dallas® cruclty, the smug-
“ness. the community defensiveness i
the hlind determination to crucily one,
“man for cveryoud’s sins. :
. ptAYBOY: Do vou think that's any
more true of Dallas than it would have
Leen ol any other city where the = si-
- dent might have been murdorci )
BELLE: 1u's wundguely wue of
Lis is unlike any other city s, <
even the rest of Texus thask G- is
diterent from Dadlas. Federal Judy -
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fas in such

tionr [
praised and repuried

‘terms as Cmarder c:npil:d o tie wordl”

*a sick city,” “a fosec ing sore,” " city of

.+ shame st hate.” Here s a dity where a

minister told bis flock, “If any of you
vote for this Cutholic Kennedy. don’t
you cver come (o my. church agrin®
Here is o city where 1 ok my wife

and-son (0. a beawtifl Baptist church

and on the Sunday’ program un usher °
gave. me, the ALor_d"_s' messagc s wils

sq‘i_ig:gicd down in a corner under “the .
church’s impressive balance sheet full of .
dolar signs. Here is a city where I en-
tered ‘a barbershop, unrecognized, and :
someone discussing the trial said, “I hear -

‘they got those Jew

piychiatrists out from

Maryland,”
with their sli

and some¢one re

plied, ““‘Yeah,.

ck Jew lawyers.” I swept the

“towel from arou

nd my neck, " stood

LA AV S AV VL B L A P R R

straight up, gave the Nazi salute, yelled
“tdchtung! Heil Fhller!”, and goose-
stepped outside. Here is a city whose

- rade‘. “Maybe we're prcssing our l_uck too
far to allow another parade so soon for

-} another Irishman!” And the same pros-

ecutor said, “Well, if they want to look
inside of Jack Ruby’s brain, we'll give it ”

: to them alter we fry him!

4" Dallas is. where Adlui Sievenson wis

spat upon and hit upon the head with a

~OWOVEJANE WK

EIRSVINY

UL S
QO 040 N &

ol amd gnd n

. AWEA!

Lume,

. picket sign, and where the American {lag
was hung upside down by General Ed-'.

" win Walker, an ardent advocate of the

philosophy of the John Birch Society. In
Dallas in 1960 cven Lyndon Johnson amd
his Iady had been insulted. Dallas is a city

rosccutor saicl of a St. Patrick’s Day pa-

where the “Minutewomen™ get on tele- -

phones and cailoall over wiih sudh mes-

sages as “Mental health is Communisiic”

nistic.”

activitics of a lunatic [ringe? :

BEWE: Look, I'm uot talking about all
the citizens of Dallas. I'm talking about
“the oligarchy that- rules and runs the
city. I'd be the first to admit that some

cus of Neiman-Marcus—it took ' visceral
. courage to speak out as he did; and Rab-
*+Di Silverman—he was one of the bravest

Con

garchy. You know what made them mail-
der at me than anything else? "It was
when I said what symbolized Dallas for
me: a gold-plated bidet 1'd seen with a
philodendron growing out of it. They
were cnraged at the implicaion that
they hadn’t known what to do with i
Well, 1 take that back. They dao know
what they can do with it

. er said he was going to sce 10 the “safe-

-

PLAYBOY: Arcn't vou describing the ¢

of America’s truly finc people live there. |
In Dallas I mct two of the greatest
stand-up guys I ever knew: Stanley Mar- ;-

Tenihill, my CffaF IS,

gt

and “Fluoridation of water is Commu- .

;
!

men there. No, my contempt is rescrved .
solcly for the city's archreactionary oli-

I'l never forget how Sherift Bill Decks .

PR

y conrt THeGHBG TG TS
. [ el f . owe!
S0 “"‘f'lutnul-" fecling .nru-uml here”
told himg,,., 0ok, I apprecile your con-

" cern. but we're going 10 walk “down
i goddamn Main Street to the courthouse.

© Whenever it gets. to the point aere in

:" sandwich board. 1I'd howl to the hcav-

“know. 1 know just how to do it. In any

America, in my own country, that 1
can't walk down any lll_&lil\ street as @
trial lawyer, then I'll have to take down

my shingle.”- And I would. I'd go to 3

. Congress and walk outside wearing a

ens. I might have to do.some flamboyan,
things to get my story - heard, but. yor-

-case, we did walk down that Main Strec:
in Dallas to the trial, but I'm geing to
* tell you the truth, I was scared shitless. |

used to say, despite all my enemics, they
no one would ever actually want té\
shoot me. But now, after walking down
that street and seeing .the hate in the ¥
eyes of everyone who watched, 1 never
would say that again. .

PLAYBOY: Was your outburst in court

;the reason for your being dismissed s §
Ruby's lawycr after the trial?
geLl: 1 was not fired. I bowed out of
my own accord. I lost my objectivity that B
day in Dallas. Once I lose my objectiv-
ity, I've lost my value in our adversa.yt
system of justice: So 1 got out of the cace.}
It's as simple as that. e
pLaveoy: What do "you think will -e
sult from the appeal of Ruby’s conv.c
tion which is now pending? S
pert: 1 think  that cveryone in lavidy
knows what will almost _automaticallsig
happen when an appellate  court 14:&"
views that trial wanscript away frem
that emotionally charged Dallies court-
room. 1 pray to God that the terrible
miscarriages of American justice: that
‘trial transcript contains will cause the
case to be reversed. And 1 pray, for the
sake of that sick, pathetic littie man,
Juck Ruby—whose already  parancid-

i schizophrenic condition has deteriorated
shockingly ‘during his long imprison-
ment without psychiatric care, and who:

{ has tried several times to commit suicide .

; in his ccll, once by butting, his head

i against the wall—that his cruel deah
-sentence will be commuted to life im-.
prisonment in a mental hosp®al,” where

. he has belonged. since the day they put
him in Dallas’ city jail a year and a aall’
ago. ‘ : :
PLAYBOY: Do you favor capital  pune
ishment in murder cases wheve the assail-
ant is adjudged mentally sound?
gett: 1 don't taven institutional venge
ance under any civcunntances, Who i
God's name has the vight o pascadge
ment on the life of anothe:
being? Who's to usurp this .Ei\i.i(;.:'!,:c-
rogative? Only a primitive mind fanc
tions this kind of barlrity. Juat UKo
. the creeps who are in “ayor ol ii:

the feeling they want to Lo i 5 1

pull e sWitch. Dick Nixon is &%

.
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‘t ct, ] hink were slonly 3t Wi
<. §“‘e!mkcly it's beaause of LR

{ ing rate of “population growle™ g
the poor, the uneducated -and the wbes :
privileged in our squalid, sprawling city
slums; because of the struggle. to retainy
our’ individual’ identities  in Cinerens- -
‘ingly’ anonymous ~ mass 'soCicty; Decause
iof- our liberation’from Victorian, sexual -
_which has sct many young ;-

strictures, Wil ] 4
‘people morally; adrift; Décause’ we find -
ourselves burdened with more  lcisure !
time than ever before, and the Devil is |
_finding. work for idle hands; and maybe. 1
artly because we have too many lLuws |
telling us 'what not to do—some ‘of them i
damned silly laws. Tnstead of “trying 0.

1 legislate -morality- for:adults, why. don'ty
i

'\‘O
N

‘-

© ~ : )
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" we. try-teaching it to.children? The bet-

A ter, dx"g"_ﬁxppre‘_toleramly,.d{e_mo‘rq sym-
3" pathetically we educate.our children, the
less ‘crime we'll have, when they grow up. i
: pLAYBOY: " Anoihér. legal .itechnicality” l
decried, and’occasionally defied, by. law-!
enforcement ‘officials is the Constithtion- |’
:a] amendment ihat safeguards the public ;-
Aifrom *unrecasonable’ scarches _and sei-
- zures,” thus, prohibiting police, say. on ai
'g:nmblingi'pr:\"iée. raid, {rom cntering. a,
private residence  without - knocking, ori -
-from searching a premises- without a:
* warrant. Do they have a valid complaint?:
-gewtk In a ‘word, no. I'm still. Victori-,
‘3 an enough to feel that my home is ny .
castle. Damn it if I were growing mari-

Wb VW b N VW e 1 g
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} i]. Edgar get a search warrant before 1'd
1 :e¢ him wipe his fect on my door mat. -
‘Once. the uninvited have the carte-
"} planche right to prow! my home and
"7 1 gearch my person, next they'll be tres’
. passing in my mind, us they're already -
_: Lrying o do “with  truth serum and lic .
A »-;{,;' detectors. Such Gestapo information pro-
cedures arc ‘not only uhiecessary but *
unendurable in a democracy. :
Except perhaps to our God, we all '
have a fagade, even to our closest
friends; some of us cven to ourselves,
and to Our spouses—our spouses in pir

LRy B,
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good that we have it, but I don't believe:
the state or anyone clse has a right to |

pierce that fagade .without the individ- !

the veil |

. good therapy for us lo have

4 apists’ realm, not the €ops™

. legally defensible?
BELL; Wire tapping,
-and ‘truth scrum, isn’t only impolite, iU's
wmorally, legally, innately wrong; it stinks
of spying. We can'’t let Big Brother get
aavay with it. He's already got his long
i arm up to the clbow into our pocket-
i books, our offices el our daily life.

, PLAYBOY: Doesn’t your ownl frm cm-
j ploy wire tapping in its investigative
Tworkp, . v aEL :

drawn -aside. But that's the psychother-

_plavsoy: How do you. fecl about Te- &
- galized wire tapping? Is it- morally or .

H

ana in my back'yard, F'd'still insist. thats © .-

- ticular, for that matter. Jt may nog, be .

17+ 314 ual’s consent—even though it might be §

like lie” detectors i -

At e te Rl

have 1oy higs: ‘&n.\..'-. oA
the Tty Poproad use, whiclt

Jmakes s com(  ase unavaidable. 1f I'ni
a l:\ym;li\. I can e away, from an ugly
Cwound, but not il 'm a surgrm\—:\ml as
Ca Jawyer, Tam a surgeon of sorts: 1 have
o e vvery means at my command o
L vepresent my client. just as a surgeon hias
o e every instrument or drug at his
comnuind 1 save his patienc To's simply
that_bugging is now o commonypilice
that no conecientions and realistic Lawe
yer, however much he deplores it, he T
any choice but to usc it M I
. PLAYROY: Among the staunchest support- |
“ers” of legalizedl clectronic surveillance
"js the FRID What do you think of its
vannted reputation for scientific crime
deicction? ) ' i
! getti: Their. technical expertise is more
j impressive than their: reputation. Sure, | B
it's a patriotic institution, as sacrosanct,
as’ motherhond—but both can get a bit
sickening  when overportrayed, which
they. are. While it spends_its. time and
the taxpayers’ moncy chasing two-bit car
thicyes and looking for Communist spics
in Greyhound bus stations, organized
crime continucs to get fat off of prostitu-
tion, dope, gambling, “juice” and mur-
der for hire; it's the mation’s biggest
busincss. With its rcsources and its pow-
_er, there's no reason in God's world why
the FBI couldnt have broken up the |~
syndicate long  ago it Hoover reully |
“wanted 0. The reason he hasn't is sim- ;.
ply that syndicate bigwigs arc so good
at_covering up their tracks that it's hell--
ishly difhcult 1o get a conviction, and he |
vie srecious FBI's gleam-

e

wants to keep !
ing escutcheon unbesmirched by failere.
pLaYsOY: \We take it you're mot ¢.l “of
his greatest admirers.
Taslll: You might say that. If you want
a good scare,.get a copy .of Fred Caok’s
hook, The FBI Nobody Knows, and read
it some dark night. Jt tells the cold, hard &
facts about Hoover. As the FBUs revered
dirvector, he's done a great job—of mak-
tug his position morc sceure than that of
mast..crowned heads in this troubled
i world, Hoover's dictatorial jdeas and
idcology have no place in a position of
such power in a democracy. S
slavsov: \What is_his ideology? AR
Beits: The ideology of fascism, of right- § * -
ism. Look at how many ex-FBI men ar¢ i
members of the John Bivdh society; 1
wonder where they picked it up. Hoover
ie an archreactionary autoerat who dep- 2
yecates the concept that “we the peo-

ple” are fit 1o govern oursclves,” He's a -
dangerous, dangerous man wlhom we
dould have gotten rid of a long time
| apgo. Given full rein, he'd lepalize -7
only wire Gpping but seardhwithe ]
warrant  and no-knock-and-enier; §
the name of law and order, he wc'
completely abandon duc y.oocess and

constitutional prolcclion: guaranteec ) .

cvery citizen.
AYBOY: T\__;cn'l you go

.=
ing 2 bit 238
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, o2 pEtL: 1 probably am-- l,«#.r,n_ well-
’ v mg—i%r‘r‘-i-?mh. When ] —.prears—io

|- pring, I fully expeet a knoew ai the door
from Mr.- Hoover's gray-flanne} minions.
They've already wried to tap my phones
and moukey with my mail. But I've had
. uninvited nocturnal visitors before. - 1'm
ready for- them. -The qucsuon is: Are.:
they ready for me? -

PLAYBOY: Spcaking of . woldtmg mdl-
" vidual rights, da you lccl, as some have
charg=d, that Robert Kennedy, as Avor-
ney . General, unduly and cx:ml(gﬂlly
harassed Teamster boss Jimmy Holfa?
Bl»:l.l.l,";Cod pity Holfa.” Any individual
-is in’ trouble today if he gets the cagle
. after him. Onc vicious man, Bobby Kcn-

i

‘fnent, made it a mission to " Hoffa.
_-Now, Hoffa's donc a lot I don t lec—hut
I think some of his convictions will be
reversed. If Hoffa has done wrong—and
‘maybe- | he Thas—the hw will l.ch care -

perseculcd

. PLAYBOY: Fact  magazine rcccmlv at-

L g

i

¢ politics today. . . Sure, he wants to be’
President, but what he really wants is to
become head of the universe. . . . The.
* Popg isn't safe with that liutle l).lsn)d

about Robert Kennedy: “He's the most

L R R R N

X AONBRWNITOODM INN S WN O

Cw ¢

- i

s around. . .. He's arrogant, rude, and’
2 . f-even ignorant of the law. . . .-Re's- the
1 .monicd Little Lord Fauntleroy of gov-
K ~ernment. . . . Every newspaperman
) knows what he is. and even Johnson
4 ; * can’t stand him, but cverybody is too
35 - N scared of the son ol w.Litch.” Are these
i 6 accurate quotes?
1= pettt: That's, what I said. But 1 cer-
te “tainly didn’t (.\])ccl to sce it on the
18 cover of a magazine; indeed, I didn’t ex-
9 ! pect to be dlrcul) quoted. But I've since
0 . had hundreds of both lawyers and 1.1)-
il : men write and telephone me 0 say,
12 wish to hell I'd had the guts to say- the
p same thing.” Kennedy as Atorney Gen-
*. _eral had absolutely mo. experience- for
4 “the job as top lawyer of :he United
1§ - States. Who is this man, who has never
16= been in a courtroom, to tell me how to
§ PIE -act, or to tell my colleaguc trial lawyers
18 .+ ' 1 how to act? Which he did. But quite
R apart from that, and his vende:ta against
Hoffa, 1 know of iothing Bobby Ken-
nedy as Attorncy General did that he

- ‘could point to with pride.
pLaYsoY: How about his department’s

. rights legislation? .
{-"8etli: His office did a tremendous and

* Kennedy's Administration, could «ay

7 Attorney General's office have done less?
38 PLAYBOY: What do you fecl can be done
59 - to rectify the mockery of justice in Sputh-
3 crn courts, which perennially exonerate

charged wuh.muu.lum" Ncwoc:?
uomst b-

. v e e e

ncdy, subvertmg the: powcrs of govern- i

of him. He should: bc pnosecuu:d not

tributed to you the following remarks .

vicious, evil son of a bitch in American

dedication to the enforcement of civil -

goocl job on civil rights: but in Juck

¢ e asnd i
onerdrrTiet Y _afironFrotomily
the law of man®  “the law ol God; they
disgrace themselves and our country” be-

_fore the world.. But this conspiracy of.

hate ind bigotry won't last; its days wit

numbered. In practical terms, however,

we can’t change the state laws or the
inbred prejudices that keep them in ’
force. I'm_afraid .we must resign our-
sclves to the fact that these atrocitics,
and these wravestics of justice, will con-

- tinue until the white South learns to un-

~=1he oies wo gk

' “ " derstand and respect the spirit as well as - T

the letter of duc process and equality be-
. i fore the law. It just takes time. Pretty.
.- isoon all the subterfuges, tricks and de-
. ceits designed to circumvent the’ civil’:

: (hc hards and eliminated by the Supreme :
fC0urt. Théhn, and only then, will Ne-

IS _ |0‘roes in the South begin to- en]oy the

xfrmts of true freedom.

T -Court, because of its trail-blazing deci- !
o _ sions ih civil rights, censorship, sc.hool'
: t . . pra)cr and the lee, is “too liberal’? And
| S "do you agree with those who feel that it
’ . !lns l)egun to unrightfully usurp le"xsla-
. tive authority?
© ;BEWL What do you mean by
‘and '
:"liberals™ are more concerned with:hu-
.man rights, and “conscrvatives”, wilh :
X " property rights, [.think that's as good a

! ‘definition as any. According to lh.lt,~
' ’ “definidon, the present Supreme Court is
i . -the most liberal we've ever had. But too
L ‘liberal? No. As for assuming legislative
* authority, of course it hus. But wnvigli

i fully? No. Yor good or for bad, our
_ Supreme Court has without question be-
i comie the second legnshturc'm Washing-
. ton. 1 say that not in criticism, oniy as
" something in the nature of things. I kap-

“liberal”

i " pen to think we have a great Suprcmc
H decision-making ; -
Coust we've ever had, the most humani- |

" Court, the greatest

. tarian jn our history. Earl \Varren is a
‘great administrator; he has integrity,

i ! ability. The individual justices are sin- ;-

cere and hard working; they try hard to

s,

: somht) they're the best we've ever had.
. The Court has done -the

" -, i consonant with the changing necds and
‘ . increasing complexities of the cuntempo-
rary world.

‘PLAYBOY: Since the unn of the centu-
ry. many attempts at censorship of sex-
ually C\pllcn books and films have been
made by the U.S. Post Office, the L5,
Customis urcau, various state govoerie
ments and scores of religious and citi-
zens’ censor Loards. Almost all of these
bans have Dbeen ]u(hcnlly overruled,

should - ulunmc audnomy; X
L R — -7

i vights laws will have been tried by the | -

. !ptavBOY: Do you share the conserva- i
- itive -view that. the present. Supreme,'; .

“conservative’? If you mean that .

be gbjective, to put country above per- ;-

American |
- people great justice in rendering the law .
: p

some of them in historic decisious by "‘W»\
Supreme Court. With whom de you feeg

_-qs !
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.ﬂh';;ﬂﬁ)' obscene ceeati ‘Rz .
~ BEWE With the publ; rough  the

courts. If 1 were defende.z o so-called
. dirty” book, I'd feel 4 jury of my peers
-1 fully qualificd 10 Judgeits redeening
merits. Juties do a_ damncd good soul-
scarching job shat speaks for their com. -
munity's collective morality. Let literary |
“men, ‘ministers,” professors, the tolérant, -
: the bigoted, the broad-minded and the:

narrow:minded all have at it in a jury:

room. The sparks of conflict will shed
. ; the light by which justice may be illumi- -
| -nated. Only 2" jury will ‘arrive at a judg- .
; ment that is the wish, the temper of the -
- community—which 1. think - should be -
the ultimate criterion of judgment. '
PLAYBOY:"How- do you feel in general -
.-about.the much-discussed- revolution in
4 'sexual attitudes and practices that’s k-
i ing place in America today? - ..
; i;:gsqs: ;. I'Chelieve ;-in : the.
“Vthe Bill 'of ‘Rights,’ and sex

e i e gy

OB WNIFTOO DN IV e W

. . 1]
., and not nec- ;

NS

ek,

good. Greater: candor, “yesi greater per:
: missiveness, no. I can’t believe that pre- -
marital and ‘extramarital relations per’
se can lead to.a fuller life or more cn-
during happiness. I'm certainly not Vic..
toria_n-,"cxccpp_in my office decor, and
I've tertainly scen enough of life us an’

I T N TR R R S

2 ‘the world with Errol Flynn, and trying
22 Lases in cvery state; but'I do nothelieve, -
: : in this particular arca of hwmnan relu-
5 .

R - tionship, that lack of will power will
R achieve any greater degree of happiness.
: U will say, howéver, that I don't think
T were more merctricious sexwilly than
lecherous * old - grundpa.  We've just
brought sex a littic more into the open. i
And that’s all to the good. ) '
PLAYBOY: You and Errol Flynn were
close ‘friends; weren't you? o,
: 3 BELE Ycs,” we were.-We met when I,
1 was retained to represent @ sailor who
#1 had been accidentally harpooncd\in' the.
{oot ‘by a" guest on” Errol's yacht, " the
: Zaca. When I went down to Hollywood

15 ; to question Errol and walked in wearing :
16 ] 2 white suit and a black Homburg, his
g i eyes lit up. He had' always been im-'
-4 Ppressed with the histrionics of trial law,

: "} and I'vé always felt that I might hav
H ys felt that I might have.

been an actor. After I'd taken his deposi- ;
- tion, we had a most enjoyable legal tus-
: .sle, and a friendship “began. He was |
great company. He lived life to the: full-
est; he was up at all hours; he drank ;
vodka before he got out of bed in the
‘morning: And he had the Devil in him. ;
He loved pixy tricks, and played more
than- his share of them. In o dresser
drawer, I remember, Errol kept about $0°
emerald-looking rings, which he'd give
to girls, telling them with great feeling,
“This belonged to my mother.”
. Hc: and I ao )laégmgggnf Jg'kq‘ . 9N

= ~,

- Constitution, i+

§ essarily ‘in that-order:But sex has ‘been
here sincg the Garden’of "Eden and no - ¢
overnight revolution in the sex relation- K
~ship is going ‘10 accomplish anything

able-bodied seaman, . knocking arcund. ...

e lml. Oraeon sy Paris,
. all his clothes o be cool
cand i own on his bed for g mn, 1
,5]{:1( him  sleeping  soundly and went
i downstairs to the hotel bar 3::d sold tick.
Jcts for five dollars apiece ¢ abour 20
i women—Frenchwomen  and  wourists—
 whom I brought upstairs for a guided
_! tour of Errol in the altogether. Well, we
i were all tiptocing through the bedroom g
| when some silly Frenchweman begun: H
_, giggling and yelled *Fleen! Flieni” {8
:and woke him up. Did he get sore!. &
i This was in 1949. 1 had been in Ror. ¢
.on a business tip, and was about to
i leave for Tokyo when Errol called fro.n &
. , Paris” He said, “Dear boy, you've got (o
j come to Paris. They've got me over g
i barrel.” 1 went, intending to stay two §
o days, and stayed months. Errol wits muk‘,‘a
~. ° ingva movie pardally financed by? the §
* French government and there were plen- §
+ ity of complications on which he needed
i my help. We stayed about half the time
T.ton the Zaca, anchored off Nice, Errol -
‘would go down to the bilge, where he
:kept some gold ingots hidden, bring one §
‘back, row to shore with it, turn it jn for
t currency—and we'd be off for a night at §
; the. casino.
¢ In Paris, at the Belle Aurora, an
! exquisite litde French restaurant, afrer
“we'd gotten up at noon, we'd sic Iror:-
about one to four and have ‘imaginar-
trials, drinking  bottles of culvados
! That's applejick made in Normandy
counury; it would chase white Yightning
“out of business. We'd drink and wvent
legal cases, usually murders, which we
; tried on the spot. People would crowd
- outside in the street untit they Bheoked
cit I'd accuse Errol and exuinine am,
¢ then-he would accuse me and exitmine
- me. We'd get almost—ro the point of i
! blows. . ’
*Inlater years, back in this country, my
“ family came to know Errol well, He
; sometimes stayed with us. But he wasn't
. well. My litue son, Cacsar, called him “a ;
i %ick man”—the perception of children. '
i My wifc would plead with him to tike it
| easicr. He told her, “Look, I've done
| everything wice, why shonld I boiher? -
’ I‘ Il T had an atack, there wouldn’t be
| faone to give a damn.” Right at the
i end, he was planning 10 Play me in a
| film. It was about this time that he sent
' | me gaileys of My Wicked, Wicked iays.
{
{

I wasn't home when he telephoned, on
! his way 10 Vancouver (o sell the Zaca: it
' ‘ was like sclling his life. He told my wife,
P71 "Tell the guy I love him; just wll him
that for me.” Then, later—it was mid-
night—I was in bed at our Los Angeli
“ home when Errol's valet telephoned |,
- osaid, “He's gone.” i
PLAYBOY: You twlk abou: him line
brother.
BELLL: ] gucess we were Lrothers, in a v
—though I was an only child. Like ;
I'm wiid, enthusiastic; I love people.

s~ 2 X0, 508 sce, born July 29, T30 )
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;A_"‘,LAYBOY: 1n Sonoti, Calaong

™. Jd\d\b'utv“o

infrtE-jra® biography. Is tha

- Tgrew up?

seww: Until T reached college age, when :
1 went off to the University of Culi-
| fornia in ‘Berkelcy.; But I almost didu’t '
1 make it. I was the valedictorian of my |
1 high school graduating cass, /but I had +
to sue the principal to get my diploma,” i
_PLAYBOY: _How  did. that happen? -
gELLi; * We " was, brutally. auacked
the eveiiing. before’ graduation—by a
huge bottle of whiskcy. 1 was so sick the *
“next day '

iat 1 couldn't get to school to. © -
peech, and when the principal ;-

‘He was adamant, so my father took me

. H
‘to- see an. old! family " friend,- 2 ‘judge. |
“Wheén the judge heard the story, he said, -‘

“My eboy, “you've “been wronged!” And
he hauled out of 'his' desk a couple of ’
writs, a replexis s a.bench warrang, a cou- '
ple of subpoena’;duces iecums, a. habeas
corpus, a “habeas -diplomd;”a handful of

7 old bail’bonds, and he stuck all of them
<ogether with notary public seals and -
“ved ribbon and he marched over 10 the
4" school and. served all of it on the princi- } . -

pal. I got my diploma on. the spot. Up to "{"
that ‘day I had been thinking™ about j-.
being a_doctor, but.right - then I kn_cw-{
the law was<for me. : :
My father lost his-money in the crash, ©
~so I'had to work my-way through college «-
zas a;soda jerk, a summer farm hund and ¢
things like that. 1 cven wrote off for free. :
‘samples of things like soap and shaving
cream and sold them to my lraterniiy -
' brothers. After I graduated, 1 spent a
. year traveling around the, world on mer-
3 chant Shipk as an able-bodied seaman. H
. Then I entered ihe Univensity of Galifor-
i nia Boalt Hall Lasv School. I stood a

_In 1933, when 1 got my degrec, 1 was
lucky enough to get a job as a Govern-
posing as an itinerant
with the Okies. |

* 1 lucky 18th ‘in a class of*150. i
!
1

ment investigator,
bum, moving around
4 My name was supposed to bé “Joe Baci-
| galupi.” 1 -was. supposed to submit rc:
ports on what the Okics were talking
about and what they wanted. I had a :
card - with .a special Los Angeles tele- i
J| . phone number ‘to all if T ever got in |
really bad wouble—not for just getting™.
_arrested or beaten ups it had to be really
important. I never had to use it. One of
my first deep imprcssions'was watching :
Los Angeles deputy cops standing on
the city_line clubbing back poor Okies
1 trying desperately to get into the city to
“get on relicf rolls; or at least to get a .
ineal. Eventually, I wrote a report that
4 was used as the basis for migratory- .
’ 1'-worker relicf in that arca. :
©  Moving out and about then, riding in
and on and uncerneath freight cars,
<‘bumming,” standing in soup lines,
sleeping in skid-row “jungles,” I don’t -

kngq ny.times J_got thrown out !
BEne the SonTAWes S

out'why,-he withheld my diploma. LT
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..t et All right, you asked for it; Well; |
" * 1 got desk space in a small San Francisco R

"< defense lawyer took me on for the lordly ™

but d Lo 7 ‘cn 1 daeveloped uan.

AT, sivong pathy for tieTmdacTdoy
and the owc. | and it's where I learued ) -
about the kangaroo courts in this coun: -
try. Well, after that migratory holo an- ;
vestigation job ended—- Say, ¥ seca: o
be telling my life story. Do you really
want to hear 'it? . .
pLAYBOY: Certainly. - ' |

- law firm. But nothing happened. T just
: sat there. Finally, in 1934, a well-known

A

T
:“wage of $25 a month. ‘But nothing hap- !
pened thete eitier, 50 I managed to save
i $20 and went down to Los ‘Angeles look- !
“ ing for a better job. One ‘big lawyer
! there Who turned me down 1 later op- :

$187,500 sculement. The guy could have
“{ hired me in 1935 and sent me to Palm
“Springs [or the rest of my life at $S100 a i
“1-week "and still saved his client money. |
1 "Now he tells people, 1 recognized Belli_,
{'as a comer the first time 1 saw him.” !
Sure he did! I know ever since then, '
“} T've never refused to see a guy fresh from -
A" law school. You never can tell. . S
I finully learned to quit waiting for
business 6 find me. 3 1 was going to get
any clieuts, I decided  people  would !
have to know I was around. I got the
idea of spreading it around that 1'd take, °,
_free of charge, any cascs. of criminals in :
’ 1ots of trouble. One of the first cliens 1
! found was Avilez, “the Black-Gloved
i Rapist.” Hehad been wicd, convicted and
- sentenced 0 2 tneal of 400 years., For what-
- ever it was wortiy, I got 200 years knacked
¢ off his scatence. He wrote me & sk
; you npic. Afer that, I got a number of
- other hopeless cases—onc of them a con-
victed counterfeiter wiio had resumed .
printing the stuff right in San Quentin’s '
; print shop.- .
~ Although I didn’t realize it at the ’
time, the case that first showed me the :
 =thing that would later get me on my way ;
"} was_yhat of a young Negro convict i
i named Ernie Smith. He: had been indict-.. ;
I. ed for murder for killing another con- *

; about to throw a knife at him. I couldn’t
believe it, but the captain of the guard
confirmed for me that most of the con-
victs carried knives. He showed me a
i desk drawer full of over 2 huzidred le-
thal-looking pigstickers, explaining, “We
take away the big oncs.” Before the trial,
¢ 1 served a subpocna on the captain of
¢ the guard, ordering him to comex:
_. .  court with his drawer full of knives 1
< .admitted into. the cvidence.  Waldg
* past the jury box with it, I wis struch
a hell of a.thought. My wi.ole czsc, e T
argument ‘to determine ‘f Ernic 5r 1
. would, live or die, was i that daes
So__1_ “accidentally” “siumbled g
ped 3 Rundfed; wicked—:

i posed in a case; 1 won my client a ;D

vict, in a fight in tlie San Cuentin prison. ;. .
,yard. Smith told me. he had done it in .i
~|"self-defense, that the other man -was.. ...
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- sharpened. Bles with f © ape hanidles,
- the worke, The juring 100k ane Aok 39

ilicy karie it hod Legs, swtlilefenre, Yag
realize what ¥ had hig st lv)' Aaccidenty
The cllear of demonstyatipe evidence in

A juims into seving selldlefense, hat 1 hagd.
“foved icwhen 1 diopped thar drawer,
<2 Waell, thae's background, § hid o oy of

- ;lilh-t('m cnses aloer thar, all kinds, Aud |
geadually built up a pretty good prac

JLice, at Jeast enough to live on, . !

< ImaveoY:- Tow did you come to spe.

BET dialind in personal-injury suits? - . -

8ELLE - Mainly’ because when “entered

-

x‘?

NI O, P

;D \O me

uflered a personal injury faced a preuty-

" fwent to court. Wel up into the 1900s,
= seulements were in the neighborhood of
$1100,for the'loss of a log, $5500 for the
Hoss of 4 male organ..Sonmictimes peoplp
- iwho' were: even paralyzed with permag
fncm’ spital injurics would ‘get simply‘;

‘rribwory. negligeace™ claim by the de-
~fense.” Some states had Laws® making |
“1$10,000 the maximum al!oi’s‘ablc\ death.

: - “award,

practice, the average individual who had|.

Tdismal  financial-award _prospect if he |

snothing, perhaps on the basis of a “con|-

|
s
!

Tl 1 omight never have talked thoes

The - average: sullering, scared, inex:
perienced plaintiff had usually been ren-
dered, penniless by medical costs and the
loss of habitual income, If he aid gevan

third of (he average award wouldn't per-
- mit the attorney 10 present areally per-
. stasive ‘case. And when 192 wellmeaning
¥ but confused jurors sat hearing a jumble
of Jegal terminology dhey couldn’s nn-
derstand, if the pladitiil poy anyibing, it
was the usual, joully inadequate award,
= Well, T bhegan 1o make aopractice of
" showing “demonstrative’ evidence 0 ju.
ries: human skeletons, moving pictures,
enlarged X rays, suil pictures in color,
infrared pictures, wootlen saale maodéls,
When the jurors graphically saw the na-
ture and” extent of injurics, my clicnts
began- gewing substantinlly increased
~awards. And when other personal-injury
attorneys around San Francisco, then
aound California, crught on amd began
i doing the same_thing, the whole picturc
ol awardy began® improving.
It was about then that the defendant
. insurance compatnics began campaigning
9. AANSE us. Awards were geuting “‘too
high.” “Ambulance chaserst™ they called
us. “Shysterst” Since personal-injury law
i 75 percent of all rial work, their im.
CPlication was ghag only 25 percent of
lawyers in Amicrica were respectable—a
Moughe 1o conjure with,
PLAYBOY: Siill, any lmsincss—including
the “insuragce companics—must make a |
Imofic 1o survive. Jsn't gt rcasonable
that they  would resist pcrs(mnl-injury
awinds of ofien hundreds of thousands
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attorney o go to court, a fee of* one |-
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-‘.:Tmﬁ?qu:m: o8 [rom—rrrch=in-
stoance company ! the rich insuranee
cumpany arying 1o whinle “dowr: or
avoid payment of an adequine award for
;S personal injury inflicted through the

il wying

s

-4 Faule of the defendunt whose paid-up in.

S surance. premium thag company has reg-
“ularly collected? \Which is the greater

perfidy? You wlk aboug insurance-com- ;

pany profits—well, let me tell.you some-’
thing: The

i

insurance companies - are |

among the world's biggest _businesses; :
and. they got that way by tiking in unt ©
believable amounts of the public's mon- -
ey in premiums—billions of dollars . a ,.
- year. The public is- buying protection. :

‘But the insur;mcc-comp:my executives |
. scem to forget that they are holding Lhe_.;’
" public’s money in trust. They come to
regard that moncy as theirs, and they'll :
be damned if they’ll give it up without a :
struggle. They accept your money readi- }
" ly enough, but did you ever try to collect
‘any moncy [rom u big insurance compa-
ny? Nine timés out of ten, when the |
time comes ito pay off,-they fight tooth )
and nail to get out of their obligation.
Their  cries  (hat adequate  awards '
threaten to bankrupt them are nothing :
alongside their  shrill cries  whenever |
s somieone suggests now and then that the
" state take over their business, Isn't e ;

odd for someone claiming 1o be losing so :

' .much o scream so loudly against losing .
the opportunity to keep on losing mon."
¢y? No, the six-figure adequate awards
I've piancered  are cquitable, just and
neeessiry. These awards are here to sty,
and I think the wrend s Jurther upward.
But I will gumraniee you that awards (o
the personal-injury plaingiils will never

- keep pace with the insurance companies’ |
[antstic and mounting profits. ;
Let me ask you something: Except an
“adequate award. what clse can be of- :
fered 1o the personal-injury vietim? Ve
have nothing that will make the per-
manently injured victim whole again,
nothing thaf will-let him walk without
a limp, nothing but drugs to let him

" “Isleep  without pain. For muny, one

‘day not even morphine any longe.

seases their frightful suffering, and the ’

“only alternatjve left s a cordotomy—the |

i severing of the spinal cord 1o halt the:

; drcadful'jom‘ncy of the pain impulses to |

“the brain. Think uhou that the nexe;

-time you sce oue of these propaganda -

‘ picces about the “high awards” thag are

" “ruining” (he counwry’s insurance com- -

panics. Think abour those pitiful per-

. somal-injury victims who tempt one to

- say “They'd be better off deadl.” But the

“ law forbids them to choosc death; they

- have no 1¢gal choice DUt 10 go on living

—and sullering. Think about the double
amputees, the “basket cases,” the tran.

. matic psychotics, the paraplegics. the
spinal-injury invalids, the blindud, the
grotesquely burned and scarred, T{),ink.
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Let me give you zn exanple of a0 typi-
cil case of mine and leo you deciid
- i~ whedher. the award 1 won for my client ;

..~ ] was “100 high” or not. He was a happy, !
_redheaded kid, just back from the Var. -
"He had a wile, a-cliild, a’ job, wnd then |
his life was-ruined in an accident caused
- by the negligence of the San Francisco
.municipal railway. He suffered a crushed
“pelvis, and a rupture of the urcthra at!
the juncture of the “prostate gland. He
will bel impotent for the rest.of his lifc.
And-every tenth day:for the rest of his ‘.
life-he” must- endure a painful urcthra .
3y catheterization, or.his urethra will close, e

- whereupon - his “bladder would burst. |
His hospital . and' doctor bills were -
,over:§25,000 at the time of trial, and |
they ‘will be at Jeast $2000 a year as’
long7as he lives, Two years afterward,

{ :I"saw- that boy again, dnd what I had
:-{ eared within myself ‘had Jhappened—*
“his ‘wife had divorced him, his home .
3 was gone: he had nothing left but the:
“remainder. of his award money. Would .

;(
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N «-« 1" you swap places.with that boy for the. .
- | -1 $125,000 he was awarded: Or for a mil: - .
2 " lion dollars: T'wo million; Ten million? ) '
? .y, I-think no.. .- o B :
2 10, Yet acéording to them, the noble, stal- :

wart simon-purc insurance comipanics are !

s & being “victimized by: fakers” for $50,000
’ and  §100,000—just for having lost a

-t .-

i<k I lousy arm or leg! When T staried win-
¥ . ning this kind of award. they began
314: ) sending out leuzers and buying expensive
15 . ; adsaimed at potential jurors in personal-
N . - injury ‘cascs: “Keep those awards Jow,
’6. . or you'll. force your automobile insur- ;
T ance o go up.” Bushwa! Today, with -
iR personal-injury awards higher than ever
19 belore, iusnr;mcc-con:p:lny SLOCKS  arce

among the best market buys. )
Anyway, when I won_ three “verdicts
for more than SIGO,()()Q apicce in 1949 :
i and 1950, I really began to draw fire | :
“from the insurance companies. “Belli is !
a Barnum!” they screamed. “The court-
rooms are being turned into horror
chambers!” But headway was’™ being
.} ade everywhere. Asking not a cent of
- 1. fee,-I begun lecturing all over the coun-
try—to law students, to bar associations,
to groups of plaintiff lawyers. Sometimes
my speaking in a.state would start an :
immediate rise in personal-injury awards.
. An example of that is Mississippi, which :
was for many years one of this country's © . :
lowest-verdict states; soon after I ad-

ot s ¢ e 1 e s

: - dressed its State Bar Association in 1951,

} Mississippi awards ros¢ sharply—to at

;. least an equitable lével. -
* Finally I decided that I would write a

! book of all that I thought was moderir

and just in trial procedures, in both
" Criminal and civil law. It took me (wo
Years to write it; in those two ycars, I av-

ve

B D DU .-

" i PLAYBOY: What about your Belli Sem-

i stantive and procedural law. These semi

©over
Cschools. Then the few ol us renenng

" holstWircFe the public cn ST 3,

[ .. siset dieeiii .- EERTI BGERS
enda, b ally 1 owroed oue ihe three
volum{” wowere published i 1455,
called woodern Trials. I'm happy to sy
that it's become sonething of 5 standard
textbook in the field. '

inarst Will you describe what they wre
and what they do?
BELL!: For the past 13 consceutive years,
;.1 and my associates have held these
Belli Seminars in 'almos; cvery state and
major city in Amecrica, and they ha ¢}
« been widely  and enthusiasticully -t
: tended and accepted by trial l:n\'ycrs,
law’students and cven some laynmien. Tn |}
them”we teach in all phases of modern i3
trial law, on civil and ‘criminal, su

nars have done a lot for the law, by

not.one has failed to draw criticism from i
some local member of the American Bur B
Association, some insurance lawyer, or
some large law firm with a “business
practice.” They raise their old cry: My§
Jectures are “illegal” or “uncthical”

¢PLAYBOY: On what grounds?

BELLL: I'm teaching Iawyers how to raise
awards to injured people. I'm teiching
them how to suc malpracticing doctors 3
who refuse to testify and who condore :
the American Medical Association's con-_i
spiracy of silence. I'm teaching lawyens
how to sue thé reluctant insurance con -
pPany and how to serve the nroce. s
¢vader. Among the politicians and the
fat cats of the A.B. A. hicr;xrch)', need-
less 10 say, nonce of this hw fav the
benehit of the liude man s pardcalarly
popular—thougi sozial-circuiting A. B. A,
presidents are constantly wumpcting on
the majestic subject “The Luicise of
Unpopular  Causes,”  and prociniming
that it's every lawyerls. duty to give a
courageous  representation of his un-

fortunute brother, however unpopular

he is, however heinous his crime. These

are the same greae vocal defenders whe

whimper, [rom behind  their corpo-

~*rate desks, when some poor unlortu-

nate’s unpopular case has to be tried,
“Sure, he’s entitied to the best delense.
but you defend hini, I can’t afford-ta!"
Lven worse, these preachers of lofty sen. .
timents are the quickest to impose guilt
- - -
by assocition on the lawyer of the
heinous-crime  dient. And  these same

i A, BUAL presidents are approviug the al-

olition of law-school courses that would
teach the student lawyer fiow to fry an
-unpopular case! If we continue dimin-
ishing the hours devoted to criminal

; law in oour law sdhools aud increasing
H -~

those devoted o waxation, accounti
and the like, we may as wel.
into the  business-admisg -

criminal lawyers and gene o i o
nay as well be displayed aw the monk

B
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q‘ld aud m.arly extinet spes o agtrzetgil
_to-the z00 by the A.B. A presidenis’
: public barking against us.

PLAYBOY: For a member- of i uc-ul)
extinct species, you seem to be making a
pretty good living. It’s been '(.pouul-
that you ecarn morce than $300, 00() a
:}yearzfrom the “adequate aw: xrds you
% Win for your clients.

faslllv I:\'cry peuny 1 ge, 1 carnt, Do :
: _you| think all a lawyer has to do is pick | '
up.a phone and get an insurancc com- :

SOV W

. ofF" a ‘third of it? To start with, I'm? i
] ;,.nmblmg when I ke a case. Especially ;
"4 when it's a large award to be sought, 7 .‘ .

3 the layman has no dream of the amounts* -
of time and-talent and money that the
plamuﬂ"‘ lawyer must invest in pre-
paring:.the. best pre;ennuon possible. .

If- we “getito “court_ gnd a jury votes .
-against my client, I've lost ali I advanced - ‘
} —in cash as well as effort. I don’t just sit' " -~
~} in my:officc and work my cases. OQur irm |

- here, we aren't just some {at-ass corpora-. -

7 tion of lawyers siiting around thinking
f about’ new_ways o screw the Govern-
. ment out of ‘taxcs; we arc a firm of
f concerned and ‘committed peaple rep-
resentind men and women who need o
help. We care. It’s the most precious
thing we’ve got here, our ,’('e.’mq for the " o
‘people whio come*here. wanting . help. .
o I'm working my cases in the shmv«_r
“ when T'm trying to sicep and can't,
5 7, when I'moon the john, when 'm driv- - E
.o ing my car, when I'mositing in those

thc -night planes. H T win th(, “wcdequate

« award for my client, T feel U deseree

the one third I zke for the work that

got the award. Most personal-injury

hW)crs take a bLigger cut than I do— . -
many of them 40 .m(l 50 pereent.

PLAYBOY: Still, you've minagod to amass
* a sizable fortune from the proceeds of

such_cases. How much wmud you say
i you're worth today?

"+ BELL: I could cash out today with—well,
look, let’s put it this way: [ fcel that after
: he makes a million dollars a guy should
. -; start counting his blessings instead of
" money. I'm counting my l)lcssmf'a. R
,; PLAYBOY: Your remarkable success in ¥
g winning six-figure awards, and carning

ﬁ\'c-fgtlre fccs ins medical-malpractice

+ cases has made vour name a red flag to

. the American Medical . ;\sm(muun as

well as to the nation’s insurance com-
ig. panies. What's your bric{ against the

- { medical prolession?

1 BEW:. George Bernard Shaw wrote it
¥ better than 1 could say it, in The Déc-

i lor’: Dilemma: *“Wc're a conspiracy. not
S a profession. . . . Every docior will allow

a colleague to decimate a whole country-
~ side sooner than violate the bond of pro-
--.,'.' fessional etiquette by giving him away.”

-4 The same as with clnckcn hc.mcd fat—
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pany to scttle for \]00 000 and then bite " L

“* pendix burst and the boy died. Not only

X 'He"“n"m'm'rber in f-ood 5ldll(l11)7"1'Tl‘t"Y
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them ave-gread’, s doing their bust
T wOTR iy 1 wd., But here aganin, The
individual doctor has a far higher cede
of cthics than when he.acts in corn
vention, through his association. With
lawyers and doctors, it secems there's
some sort of collective amorality, a cal-
lous mob psychology, that takes over tie
individual practitioner's ethics and hon-
csty. Doctors as a group condone, mal-
--practice  acts that individu:llly they .
wouldn’t dreamy of sanctioning. The in-
dividual doctor is so busy treating the
_sick and perlorming opcrations lh.l[ he's
forfeited the adminisuation of his na-
tional organization 10 a bunch of dirty
sons of bitches who try, because of their
own shorzcox;nngs in their profession, to
make him conform to what they think .
medicine should be. They tell him not ~
to “publicly criticize his fellow ‘practi-
tioners; they have usurped his conscience.
.PLAYBOY: Do you_ think it’s rcasonuble
to expect a doctor to jeopardize his
professional  standing Dby lL;ll[)lng
. against a colleague? '
- BELLI: . Look, every doctor is licensed
“ by us, the public, to practice. His train.
ing, his talent, his title, is given to hiin
in trust, by society. To whom, morally,
does he owe more—to mankind. or to lhc
ADM.A. and the insurance companics .
;- who underwrite his practice?> Think of .
yourself as a victim of some doctor who
was simply careless. Think' of vour be-

ing maimed, maybe irreparably, because
of his bungling und of vour being un-
able 0 get unother doctor to testify

against a wrong that he can plainly sce.
My first malpractice case was my eye
opener to this incredible conspiracy. I
_ wasTretained to sue a doctor  who had
prescribed cnemas ind cathartics for a
young man wio was sulfering clussic ap-

. pendicitis symptoms. The boy's cramp-
ing worsened, the doctor sent him to a
! hospital where he let him wait; the ap-

was the treatment ,)atemly wrong, but
later I had good reason to belicve thut.
- the doctor was intoxicated when he
made the house call. Are you ready? 1
lost thut-casel Not one of this drunkéir™
doctor’s collcagues would testify in court
© to what he had obviously done. Worse,

five doctors testified in his behalf, in-

cluding the head of one of our largest
: university  hospiteds. Five years later,
- that defendant doctor killed himself; he
had become a Jdope wddict and a habit-
ual drunkard.

Twenty-five years have passed since g’i‘e
then, but it's still nexe 1o impossible = 5-;
¥e

get one doctor to testify against anothe:.
and it doesn’t muatter how MHagrant ihe
case is. Good oid Doc Frebish nue have
come into, the operating  room dewd.
drunk, c1rrying a rusty knife and weir-
© ing an old pair of overalls, but as Joug s
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testify against b, ¥
‘doctor to take the stn¥ -
;but "all you can. get oue ot . him is a
:grudging acknowledgment thar goed ol

1 Doc Frebish may have forgotien to wash
- his hands before taking out Mrs. Smith's

1 he may have absgnt-mmdedly lefe. 2
‘spon;,c in her abdomen,” bu( that’ this
1 “could happen o any of us,” and cer-
tamly couldn't “be consxdcred nq,hgcm.

.time is it, ‘nurse? I'vé- lost my watch.”.
“Just a minute, doctor, T'll put on my
glasses. Qops! Where are my glasses?”

‘miost”  doctors’ pnvately ‘do deplore this

" }against another doctor's flagrant and

i perhaps fragic malpractice, he's regarded
as a “stoolie” and will be osuracized for
life. Score another victory for the con-

o trying to fight. Is it any wonder my

s B HSG

"

O VDN

‘i name is anathema to these people?

But you know, 1 take pride in the fact
in one san
* Francisco medical -school who asks his

i that there’s an instructor

1

! uterus. insteatl. of her tonsxls, and xlmt :

1 PLAYBOY: Aren't you exaggerating a-bit?
1 BEw:. You think so® Listen, “an -entire .
1 book_has becn writien about things left
. §in" patients—not just sponges and for- w7
3 ceps, but rings, ‘wrist watches, even eye- .
glasscs, for God's sake. Imagine: “What,-.

¢ students, "“What man has done_the most

{ Tor medicine in the past century:” They
: name, Pasteur, Lister. HMe says. "No—
i Melvin Belli,
¢ has made
Aabout their courtroom tcsumony and §
i has made lawyers learn medicine.”™

PLAYBOY: Is a background in medicine !

essential for a lawyer? -

BELL:: Absolutely. In. our courts today,
! three fourths of the criminal and -civil
cases involve some understanding of-:
some aspect of medicine and mcdxcal
} practice. If a gencral trial lawyer doesn’t :
i cultivate for himself something beyond‘t

i
:

pamsyima s

i
i

}

i layman’s knowledge of medical fields, he

; cuts himsclf off from_cssential informa-

tion, and he deprives his client of an :-
Evcry Jaw student I -
. ; meet, if he indicates to me that he wants .
t.to do sométhing more worth whilc with -
<i bimsell than to be a jockstrap for some
. .insurance compuny, or to keep some

i.essentinl service.

,('Tv.'PP 4
K \\1ln(‘&s,‘

“Now I have’ personal knowlcedge that

1 sort of thmg :A nuerker have told me .
{ privately of incompetent co]]e1gues gen- -
erally regarded as disgraces to " their
profession. “But Mel,” they say, “don’t -
ask me to testify against him. My insur-
"3 ance would be canceled.” I can't reaily
"} say I blame them; if you ever do actually’
" Tget a doctor to take the stand and testify -

spnracy This is the sort- of- thing I'm .-

because the son of  bitch § .
medical men conscientious .

> corporation’s legal skirts clean, I advise .

.~him to arrange not only to see a com-
. plete autopsy but to learn frsthand
" about surgical procedures of every sort,
10 sit in on skin grufts, bone gralts, plas-

* tic surgery. I advise him to leary the

" functions .of smglc-\l mstrumems
i} ¢i :

phenadia «dures. -
where edicy . mwlul,.;g paid off for
me, cmong e hundreds and hundreds
of times that ie has. This was a5 sranle
as merely knowing a word, a medic

- term, when I heard it. I was cross-exam-
“ining a doctor who contemptuously
Jattributed several of ‘my plaindlf's com., .
- plaints 1o “amenorrhea.” When 1 goL up
-to present my argument to the jury, I -

had a medical dlcuonary in my hand. 1

" read aloud the meaning of that word: it
wasn't somcthing wnh which my male.
client was likely 10 be nﬂhcud It meuns ¢

“irregular nicnstruation.” My client won

.a handsome award. By now I probably
know as much medicine as I do law.’
_Here in my office I've collected a bigger
: medical hbmry than is owned by proba-

_bly any doctor in $an Fraiicisco. It rivals

. my law library—in which 29 of the books -

are my own, by the way.

. PLAYBOY: How do you find the time to
study medicine, write books, give lec-

stifl -

) maintain your overflowing calcnddr of.

tures; teach law  courses—and
personal-injury cases? =

BELL:: Well,  somehow you manage 1o

. get done what you feel has to be done—
. especially il you don’t see anybody clse

" doing it. And besides,” 1 love my work. "

But I sometimes wish I could be'a aocre-

woll, with two lives—thc life I have now .
and another life. 1 yearn for the quie- ;
and the thoroughness of dealing ::

tude
with only a few cases. The way it is now.

I have o budget my time like a whore |

when the ﬂccta in. This morning I've

~ been on the telephone, about differem

‘cuses,
, Pitsburgh,

with Canada, New York Ca.

: exchanged some cables with Hong Kong.
' [ need time to work on my autoLnom

. raphy. I've beeu collecting stuff for lo'

years. It’s going to be big. And it's real-

~ly going 1o lay into all those Lastards.

PLAYBOY: \Who do you mean by “ull

.those bastards”?

BELLI: You know: Bobby Kennedy J.

-Edgar, the A:M. A, the A. B: A, the i m-.

. surance companies, ad infinitum.

- BELLK: Maybe so. Maybe I should have

. headfirst and simultancously.
you know what I'm scared of in this:

PLAYBOY: Don't you sometimes feel that

you' ‘ve earncd a few more enemlcs than !

you can afford?

better sense than to take them all on
Becausce

. oflice oday? The big frameup! P'm oal-

i ways telling myv.l[ 1 have w0 w.uch ny :
tonguc. My fault is that of Adlai Steven- .
son. He likes to make cracks, too. It cost -
¢ him the Presidency. But whatever the -

1

.._cost, I've got to fight for what I think i

right-—and against whaco 1 think is ces-
perately wrong—or 1 wouldn’t tirink
much of wyself as & human oeing.

I've told you how in my .arly duys:
-I began to acquire my bitterness agair.-

the guy with a billy, - the. cm‘cmh(

{RYULY sunplc ol

‘The Virgin Islauds, and I've -
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compnmes, trust . companies and their

e tall I wtln

-
= and_we all wint m(- . out—bitc,how
) iy oros dare? WL see iy Broth-

- ers \lC.l('y CLCrae l(hlllLIH because we
don’t. 1 know we have to give up some,
freedo 1o have some safety, some or-
i- der in socicty, but T simply cannot toler-
" ate very much of Bng Brother—those who
' claim to-know whi u s bcuu for you than
i .you do.. L
~I-don't bcllevc lh'lt the. .n'cr'\q- per-
on, “informed’ p(.oplc included, really .
realizes. the swiltly increasing degree to |
vhich our country is being run .md con- -
rolled by an unseen -government—not
‘only;by-the FBI and the CIA and.the
A. M A. and the A. B. A—but by founda- -
ions;” banks, ad ‘agencics, insurance: ;

: "y -+ monolithic ilk..In. insidious ways, they :
' ) -:arc prescnbm" our moral codes, limiting
outﬁfreedoms., hc:r “cold-blooded bus:- :
are B commg um\crs.\lly, and
~passwely. .ncceptéa -
The A . B. A is: at.war, wuh mc—l:kc
the AM, A and the
;,pamcs-bcmuse I'm’at war with those- .
who abet cvil by keeping silent when
they see wrongs being perpetrated and
. perpetuated by -the greed, malice and
_deception of these self-sceking institus
! tiong,- I'm under- attack because 1 be-
-~ lieve in- crying out against injustice.
" ‘God” knows, I've endured more- than
i my share of slings and -arrows:.
. a nut, a charlatan, a publicity sceker,
" an’ ‘egomaniac!” Sure . i'm {lamboyant.
I can afford to be, because I'm a damn
good lawyer. You've got to ring the
bell o get the people in the tem-
ple.’But my brand of nonconformism is
so oftbeat they don't know what to laliel
{5 Al)out the only thing llncy haven't
f'An;rged nie is (,ommumsl It's a wise -
i thing they don't; I'd sue. This, mind
© you, after all I've done for the law. I've
+- tried ‘more cases, I've had more judg-
. ments affirmed on. uppeal, T've. made
‘‘.more new Jaw than probably any lawyer,
" group or firm in the past 15 or 20 years.
-After I'm gone, theyll™be teaching -
courses about' Belli. But the pack is out
in full cry salivating over me. So be it. If
I'm going to go -down, I'm going to go
down fighting. _ E
PLtAYBOY: Is your plight as- scrious as
all thae? )
BELL: You bet it is. And things have
- been coming to a head since the end of
the Ruby trial. I was absolutely awed by
the speed and the ruthless ¢fficiency with
‘which Dallus" maltimillionaires retaliat-
cd against me for my uncharitable re-
_marks to the press about their fair city.
You've heard that money talks? Listen,

! to San Francisco 1 found that insurance
i “out explanation; a book publisher had

-"Dalla.t, _the mle 1 had pl.mncd for a

policies of minc had been canceled with-

insurance com- "

- moncy screams! By the time 1 got back !

i

l backed out on publishing lack Date: ;

'

UBelli's il o

- *‘i»,i,\

-+ what

— BELLI:

"+ PLAYBOY: Suppose you were disbarred

| cd, I might as easily have gone into steel-

1 there are a lot of people who wish ¥ i,

N —a.a."'“- "." P s e PN Yot

official Jisg7> < Tawyers; my crediy was fvo-
ey some | appearances and lectures
were canceled. I'm not being paranoid,
when T say dhat those bhastards in "Texas
were behind the whole thing. Wi, you
~wouldn't belicve some ol lh(.' mail I gou
;-postmarked Texas. Imagine opening a
“letter addressed to you as “Dear Rec--
tum.” Heart-warming!
The best partof it, thouﬂh is their cam-
p.u"n—-\uth the coopuauol; of the ficads
ol the A. B. A., who have been waiting for |
an excuse—to have me kicked out of- the:*
American Bar Association. After the’
Ruby trial, I was notified that I'd Lé giv--
.en a “trial,” investigating my. conduct'
i of the case”—though publicly I'd already
! been convicted by the A. B. A. “gricvance
Ecomrnmee I was notified that my trial
{would®ec held in ‘the Statler Hotcl m
t Dallas. I replied that I wasn’t about fo
*come to Dallas. Out of curiosity I asked’’
" them if they intended for it to be held-
ion the . hotel's top floor.with my seat'__
next to the open window. :
d was next peremptorily notified that
my trial will be held.in San Francisco
_instead. That suited me fine. Then they
- announced they had decided to tuke de-
- positions against me. I asked that the de-
" positions b(. delayed until a date when I
i could be present. Denied: I asked by
| “rules of evidence” wis .l to be-
i tried. No reply. I asked [or the privilege
"I of taking depositions on my own hehall. -
--Denied. Next cime an indefinite post-
ponement of my wial. So I not only
" don’t know how I'll be wried, or for what
I'll be wied; I dou’t know when I'll be
tried cither. :
PLAYBOY: Cuan you continue practizicg il"
“you're.cjected from the A. B. A2
I don’t have ta_bclong to the :
American Bar, Association to practice. 1
don’t even have to belong to the A. B. A
to take books out of their library. To
. practice, 1 just have to belong 1o n{y
own state bar. As Bob Considine said,
:: *Being kicked out of thetAmerican Bar
. Association is like being drummed out -
. of the Book-of-the-Month Ciub.” Id c1y
" all the way to the bank. -

P JS

“also by the California state. bar.
-~ BELLE, Well, I've always got my solid-
- gold Honorary Life ‘\lcmbershnp card in
_the Bartenders' Union. Or maybe 1
: " could get the Coast Guard to rencw my
, able-bodicd-scaman  papers I think I
i might write, 100, Back when T finst start-

i working, or tcaching, or cexploving, or

i doctoring, instead of law—und 1 b.

2
<

! But you know, it's hard [or me cven
think about having any other carcer tha
law. The law is my musc. Si.2 has i fu

. wooing been a jcalous mis ress, hui w

e .
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f'Look at the creeps who favor capital
" punishment; you get the fecling they want
39 1 be the ones to pull the switch. Dick
10 Nixon is all out for it; I can’t think of

11 .a Lettar argument for its abolition.”.

Qe

’ ctt o

Y - N

“I'm for hire. I'll decfend afiyone who

. comes to me—even the president of the

Bar Association suing a guy for accusing
him of being in favor of ciw:l righl:,‘ due
processof law and against wire tapping.”

I'm flamboyant; I can afford to be—I'm}
a damn good lawyer. You've go! 0 ving?
the bell to get the people into the teu. ple;.

L |
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July 27, 1965

= St Nd e
ae Do 0 Mr.!Melvin Belli
. - ;- ... 'Attorney at Law . S

San Francisce, ‘California

CVOW I ww
)

e

Mr. Belli:

- Your .art’i_cle' in today's MIAMI NEWS criticizing NE
:Edga_r I‘Iooizei"'is one of the most d:sgusting articles

,. I have cver T ead. "I think you owe him an apoiogy,
~ ‘but if 1 were Mr. Ho‘ove'r., 1 wouldn't accept it from
ta man likc you,. ' 4 '

\

"1 happexmd to see the pA ogram on “Television 1n which
you appea1 ed, and right then I k*)ew you were ‘a man
I dadn't care to xnow personaily. :

When my son was in high school, Itold him that whe:.

he went to the university, I wanted him to study some -
" thing that he would exijoy as aTife's w_ork‘, but I'asked

him one favor.. not to study medicine or law!: You

‘g see I wanted hin to be in :omethmg legitimate. He
;2 N studied Chemistry and graduated with high honors.
3 . - '

14 - . < : 11, and millions of people, respect and.admire J. Edgar
1S Hoover and counsider him as one of the most resped-
6 . ) | able men ihis Government cver had and truLy , truly a
L ot marvelous man. ' T " =
‘g ) To: have some pseudo-monkey like you come aiong and
1 . crltlcuze him is disgusting as Hell!

-'2.

3

- m— e o

is;‘f.‘a T R 00
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The et oi your letter of July 27th addressed
to Mclvin B°lh wag received ‘during Mr, Hoover's absence.
gYou may, be cert.ain i wul be brqught to his attention. upon

NOVBAWNIFOOVR IONBWN(+O

DR AT L A LY SV I RN

e

- i '*"cw Wi, Pow‘-r would Want me to thank »
you for your comph"‘“ntary Teruy ,ers -3

wmﬂerely ﬁsurs,

: 'AUG 3 1950

COMM FBI

fPecaks very deprecatonly of the legél and:medicine professxons, 1: is.
felt that the above letter. over Mlss'- Gandy's signature is warran,ted=-
F L TLTH F’)““"T 03 GONTAIN

SRR TSR SR
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N . : . - By JOH\ McDERAOTT
L . .. S . . Herald .stalt ‘writer-.. -
. -} Melvin M. Belii called J.
. Edga: Hoover *‘an ‘ideologi-
cial fascist® Monday. during
an address at Miami Beach
He also.took a chop at: US
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.-
“I"den't lke Edgar. Hoov-.
er,” declared the San .Francis-.
co .attorneyv.as he opened his: - :
. remarks to the newly formed
N Criminai Law Section.of the
: American Trial Lawyers in
.i{convention at the Fontame-'
j Ibleau Hotel. o
. .Beili’s - oﬁsenatlons cim" i
“asihe defended the American’:
: vrcourt system. and particular-

B R L B

NV B WRNIFOOM IR b N

- “he shas designedly,

tions _created

organization,--
{suct: H

an - image o

v

o

their fear of *him and” afraid

cal fazcist.”

sou he ‘dislikes Hcover “and
his embittered far-rightwing-. .

=y thUS Supreme Court

A. he, docsn't lll\e Hcover'is that:
B ‘hrough o
-this hizh- powered public rela-

himself
that even: honest’ ‘American®.
‘Irotiticans are’ Ln-Amerhaan in

te criticize nim even ‘hough .
they know hc is an 1deolo°1- .

S i Beli went on ‘o .ény, 116\\'—_'
ever, that. tie principal rea--

N

He“'said that- a criming}
- lawyer ‘has the duty to see&
. loopholes just as much as i
is the job of a cov'-“auufa
attorney to seek technicalz
. ties by which his clients can

: ‘4 avoid payments ‘of taxes. .
ers is hecause of their snide .

- Belli- hit.’at" Kennedy, ihe

. raps Bobby Kern ne.

v
3 bo.h sail tha;
reme Court in T.¢

ﬁas been fuifilling
uty by rmte*u"’
Lidual par

- He wzhn..d that paral]e),
the growth of Jederalism

) .
P . .-* |ana surreptitious criticism -of i} junior=. senator. -from- New-: —potentia dangerof -a- pol!
'8 the T.S. Suprcme Court.” : ‘ York; and former U.S. attor-  state resulttwg fr“fr!; bef’er,
N <, T ’ enera[ for advocatmg L communications’ an &
Py J : }Vhat t}-.e'COLtrts are d°“‘g-.§ ?ﬁi fse of wire tapping 'in | _tific crime prevantion. fa
! -said Belli,. is protecting the. i, apprehension of - crimi-.
H rights of the accused regard- ;j,.yoi: . |
12 1ess of who they are.- * e “Bohky hernedy a' nd Mr. i : .
! _He said Hoover an‘dcﬁhl’s,‘ i1Hoover - and: “their” strange | - ties’ sn.ch as’ ]abora.ones hnd 4
* adept public relatxor.s_r;leﬂ_.-q be dfeuo\vs Zin this mcxdence* radms i
onfuse U.S.. common.law | - —=<f:! ;- Belli’
15 . vith French civil law “where" ! ) B O cavmg at. ‘-C i
practu-ally, an accused man !}, o for X “}that justice:h
4 . forces of the - far rightJ .
16 - - ) is px:ezu'n:d ‘to be"'nfqty until oo fee tq tap my telephoxgxe," - “Ydo~ w1th expedxe c
17 proved otherwise.” . -+ he'sald. .
As for a lawyer’ seekm,g s v tive: regardless "ot
18 . loopholes to keep a “man . ‘They want t° know Wha‘ groups which g ta use ) b
19 from :jail, - this . is. & ‘duty | L am.saying, therefore, what  IFpy 15 attain their swn: j.;
50 _which every attorney must- Ir am- lth‘{,‘k""g tI'm hno:. 3 lfish-aims to the'et men .
Ll - assume in searching for what- ﬁ é’é’ff‘a ve got nothing to . people asa wholu: % i
2 ot ever last ditch "technicali-'-, . . -——w—! . Belli concluded 't isav
P32 - ties” e " "Bl said once his phone is  that - there s “0'-'9‘3"
33 ’ Eelli said that ke has scen tapped then “someo:xo" will r-h.:mg‘c ll":_c 5o uhl B
I - these same loopholes and | ;"o satictied with the ex- - dling Jaws". '} |
ST I ‘technicalities save the inno- | o 0™ 0¢ pis  fanermost  Crime oo :
357 cent fror: the dealh Chamfher thoughts but will also want ~ Proseri °
56 L - as ;:511 a.s.;_x _some c§§es e-! to “asslst me in my thinking legai s
Pola . gux SRS , < | end ‘tell me how I should
] » .
! -é R ¢ suhscnhe to the neces-. th"ﬂ.‘-."-' . ”°
HER : _sity ‘of 'a legal system’.that": T — s ~
: S = Ucan boast ‘better let 99 guil- * /dv' - 4/9 s Y
0’ "ty go free .than comict.one ] TR ol
b s ENGLOSURE . . vt e
e o - T .
v ;_ ‘
b ‘:-‘\’,<¢-:. e acom ﬂ.w‘&‘.. L/ i et c
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o Wiomey ‘Belli's™ stateme'xt that
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rsuy ‘of a.Jegal system “that’
can. ‘boast 'bettex let'.93 gurl-'
“ty go-free than convlct ong
. innocent person.’” i
&4 I+ would: - subsc"lbe to Ly
7zsuc system.~As. humans; u§
verr; but' we.. needn’t.be s

T -proud of our errors as, this.

T pzopose ‘that Mr. Belli

neighborhood
B where the 99 re‘le.xsed gum)
: men reside.

Ca system - that, although
. through some ghastly miscar-

;riage of justice an-occasional

‘mnocenl ‘person. -becomes a
- martyr AQ:law - cnrorccmcnt

: we do not become so permis-
‘*sive that” the n"hts of .the
‘_accuscd . more *.sacred -
“.than the nghls o{ the in-
Jured
At’ present I am w)]hng ’to
,=nsk ‘the chance of .a convic-
“tion when innocent.>Is M.
4Belli .and fa.n'uly “willing

risk . resxdmg in the neighbor}’
{hood - with “the 99° ‘released

JOHN MARTI’\“ '

inals? .

’

~

M A47 Lem ™ Editaridls

" Rathéf, T will w ork towam ’

I G~ ARl i e o Bl
S - L ARG P

“and. dislikes of Attorney Mel':? ’
win Belli-If the implications’ |,
+ and.; character’:as inati¢

7 were not 0 <cr10us théy'd be
v gacd ” for'Tan"old- ashxoned

“Belii jaugh,” but how - a man-\’

with :theintellect. he ‘is- sup- |

pored to - poqse=s c:m brand
i J. Edgar Hoovel as “an ideol-. .
tagpical fascist” and a “snide’
; surreptitious citizen® of ; the
|
b
(
;

U.S. Supreme .Court,”. is ‘be- \
vond a loyal Ameri A\.\"l S way
of thinking. " -~ --

' OIf criminal lawyers were
{ more concerned in placing
-the neck of-.those guilty-in.a
“logphate,” being sure 'it's ‘a’
strong rope, instead of, ‘asthe
puts it, “seeking loupholes to|

\ keep a man from jail,” they'd

do a far grezter service. Way-'
/‘ ward - juveniles, hardened
2 criminals, repartersZand the

like would-have more respeat
for the law and ihe w ordage
“Crime does not- pay.”
Anytnme a " voluntce
eeded . to” 'replace :an :inno- {;
ent . convicted . person.,_and
et 99.criminals*go’ free, just
fremind - him:-that. I'll be the‘:-
ual\olunteer..

¢ wzr.a.;v_-:u-:v. R
R H

.

’/
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. .boj;gom of page (left ):

answered, 7/27/65

e ander up over
are coddhr"' :

“Over the \ears, : I’ve " seen

some ﬂagrantly guilty - go iree.

) _ Belh called FBI Chxel ‘Hoovef

an !ideological fascist”: who has

‘lereated a God-like image of ivim

rt hennedy -(D-N. Y) ha‘e ad-
" vocated | allowing  wire-tapping ’
-(\.dc'zcc ;in the courtroom. .. L

- “But Im ]ust chl.onan —(
and ‘eg'\‘ — eqoit."u to believe |
hat iy home: is- still - my . cas-"
" couneeredeelh

.ngeleg P,o%ce Chief (William) .
buildmg a dossier. on |
like somethmg out-of

e 58 Thuuday’) is’ co-counsel<
in a Jocal _'case w,here three

self through his "hlgll~powered ¥

"The 1nain reason I dlshke

“I Mr., Hoover - and his embittered

far-nghtwmgers is. bccause

: theu' smde *and-; surrepuuous

bad taste

%

Nk

N T
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"'The Best -Ne wspaper Under The: Sun

TSRV RS

A

. Pulu:cr Prize For Inter uazwuul I’cpor', ag. In 196;')‘
" Pulitzer Prize For National .

Reporting In 1959
® Pulitzer Prize For Public Service In 1939

ames M Cox, Jr.
. Pubhsher ‘and Presidertt

Luckett Yawn, Jr.

General Managor

Daxicl J. Mahoney, Jr.™

Vice-Fresident

Clarke Ash -

Associate Editor

< o
William C. Baggs
Editor

C. Edward Pierce '
- A‘Ianagx"ng ~‘.Edi(or -

- 70th Year, No. 42

" Yrgs, and

“this artic)

e mantion

j+ “criminal coddling charges.”" . :
/\ .J. Edgar Hoover and S»nator Rebert, I\en- )

nedy s'idea of wire-tapp! r.g or any othar method - {3
"'6 to cateh law violators is sound, A innocent,. =24

| 7<~"T read.reporter. Marty- Schram’s arhcle on the mterv
]awyer Marvin Eelli. I'll never- ‘understand Why
i “your paner constantly” usessensational head--
i why the added dig about Goldwater
! glastcs Leiters from readers are so shortened *
*{ | zasifa‘lose original intent or: ‘meaning, butin’
1) is*made three txmes tor

n has nothing to fear from 2 “stop and -
Yaw or finger print recording or wire tappmg Lawyer .

. ED A.‘ KRANZUSCH, Miami
N s et T e L C——

BELLI

f Bcus iea of “Victorian and legal beiief in his home being }
' b his casile” may find out too® late it's’ surrounded by an un- |
) ( bridged mwoat of fire,
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- of Our Browar\i Bure

éame to town to -show his
friends ‘the .girl. show, “Ang

lhe law yers reaponded “Bra-‘

ot L
As opposed.'

“Take it -off." which:once

echoed . through - the’;Aloha
Clubh, v the €~ Go7Alnb»
Ciub. S

I.

anyhow ..'"‘e Eal‘l ond cnn*-

wern 0-\»‘— uvv Ahe

na

. Flovida p:emlere “of the clos- |
- but ngt-, 5

est- lhmv to- naked

“*DANIA - 7"Melvin" Belii.

have the

‘MOSt COMp.CL;

~suus in ail Flo.
ou knc w,
0“4 Ed Sul H
l]ules le‘e_'_'}
wprices. =+

H
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SR s ] recewed your 1etter of Auvust lst with SRS
“enclosures, and want to thank you for your thoughtfulness in . .-
~writina as well 58 your kind sentiments; I can assure you all
of us m the. FBI \vill strlve to merit your continued approval

FERASTTS BN

it was certainly eod of you to wnte as you aid -
to "T‘le Miami Herald" and "‘F;e Miami News." I deeply
yals’ cd apprecmte the Mppc» L you expressed m those commumcauons.

et

a :l".

.

Smcerely yourS' o

: S »._'h-__f!ddear k= wvw RS -
3 . NOTE: Correspandent is not identifiable in Bufiles.’ E o
14: -. A. . ) AU N <. . . -1 5
st DFC: klm (3) RSN
_ . ; w
;, §a —HS o
= =
o «
S MAILED, 7 : -
3 .- : - (8 B LA e e .
.>§. : Bel;non!_A 1. Ab “ 6 1965 , o /l v_/_‘ o Lo N T ) 4.
o g::‘.:wch ' © COM-FBI / LT y .
)4 ;_Casper ’ - C gl SR A A s
S Ccllahcn__ - : L é‘:‘i
‘ ,3!'-\‘\1‘, i
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'M,I; INFORIATICH CON TAINED —
EEREITH 15 UNGIASSIFIID ooy
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Aug. 2, 1965

-

* Mr. J. Edgar Hoover,. : : Py
"Federal Bureau of Investigation &)
Washington, D.C. .':.7;%-;: ) /}) e le
e S Enclosed is & clipping from Miami Herald
. =i fa).of July 27 ,1965 regarding an attack on you by "layyer-1"
Ah;ﬁuihlf‘ﬁgl}§§L:Since.BresiKennedy!s death I have seen this name
/¥  —in print quite often and each time I have less andless
“respect fhefexx for him. But this 4s about the LOWEST
»*;:i-leveI.I have seen him reach. I would think any Bar Association
-.:  of which he ma; be'a membér, would throw him out for this '
scurrilous attacke ST : :

Dear Mr . floover H

, I have not noticed eny reply by you and am glad for
that. There is an old gaying--"Never get into a fight with
e slunk because, even if you win, you will end up smelling
of skunk'—-I do not know yhether he came from that family,’
and do not imply thet he did, but the saying seems appropriates

you say publicly which-I do not reed. ¥
veral thousand more J.Edgar Hoovers—- ;7
game degree of Americanism.

i  There is nothing
” What we need right now is se
i Il or at least people with the

v seems to be heading into some

To me our countr
ss that is going-on and

rougkhegoing-—with'all the la,lessme
jnereasing day by deye N

g-9ny S€

jneer with a very broad -
Have spent about half o
rica end speek and write
cember but
Am already !
to help” "o

I am e retired gradueie eng
neral good health.
h and Central Ame
I will be 75 this .coming De
more for the U.S.A.

experience 'and in ge
some 25 years in Sout
Spanish fairly well,
‘feel 1 might do something

. active in what I call "Civic Policits® and am trying

Ad
/'O'

" in that way.

4.5 days &
_plus out of po
in what othc.- wey mignt

and o:der?

Have you ever co

retired "Senior Citizens" to do part

as speciel investigators, obeervors, or anything that might heln

carry out your jdeas?. I think I might volunteer to work :
week during 9-1C months a year for $1 per vconth

cket ® expenses.
1 help the rising dai
2 =

nsidered enrolling a group of
time work for the FBI

ol

Is this a crazy ideal It so
respect for law
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.&Temarks ‘to the niewly formed .
'Cnmmal Law Sectlon ‘of the

SRS AP O P

B JOHI\ \chhR\IOT'l‘
K mrald sml Viriter .
Mclvm M. Belli called. J
gar  Hoover *an-. 1deolog1-
fascist” .- Monday during
idress -at Miami Beach.
He ‘also” 0ok “a chop at US
::Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.

“T don’t like Edgar Hoov-
d

iwn;a}torney as:he opened:his®

“as-he defended the’ -\mcucan

ly ‘the DS Supreme Court
against. charges - that the

als.’ -
‘He' said ‘one- of the rcasons
-he doesn’t like Hoover is tiiat
“he” has designedly, through
his"hiﬂh-powered pubiic rela-
-tions organization, created
-such >.an - m*aae of himself
i that even’ honest American
. politicans are un-American in
-their fear of him and afraid
[’:o eriticizé him - even though ~
‘chey know he is an Jdemozx-

" rleal fascist.”

‘Belli went on to say, ho\\-
ever, that the principal rea-
‘son he dislikes Hoover “ind :
"Iis embittered Iar-nght\rlnv-
ers is because of their suide
and surreptitious criticism of
the U.S. Supreme Court” -

“What the courts are doing,

‘:said Belli, is protecting the .
“rights of the accused reaard-'

* less of who they are. - .
He said Hoover and hns
“ “adept public ‘relations men”
i-confuse - U. 8.
*.with French civil law ‘“whcre

ly;- an accused man .
. practically, a “preme Court in rccent years

“has been fulfilling

Vis presumed.to be gullty until -
proved otherwise."”

As for a lawyer seeking
.loopholes to keep a man .
from - jail,- this  is -a duty
“which every attorney "must .
sassume in searching for what-
.ever: last dxtch “techmcah-
-txes."

these same loopholes and

techmcahtxes save the inno- j
nom:;‘he geath, ch bc,;x :

“x ﬂllbﬂ‘nbe lo lhe naces-

- sity of ‘h legal systemn that -
4 aan hater tetlep i N9

“eourt- syqtem ‘and particular-’

.’(:ourts ‘tend to "coc‘dm" mmi- o

common _law .

Belli saxd ‘that he has seen .

the forces of the far rxght
want to: tap my telephone ”
lie said. - ; .

. "They want to l\now \vhat
I am saying, therefore, what

‘.I am - thmkm;,..l’m not a
‘criminal. I’ve got nothmg to

hide” %

e

Belli sald once his ;)llone is

-tapped :then “someone” will
not be satxbﬁed with the ex-.
".posure - “of .- his *

thougbts but will also® want
to “assist me in-my thiuking

‘and tell - me how I should

thmk ”»"
‘Belli' sald . that 'the Su-

duty hy protectmg the indi-
vidual personal rizhts of all.
. He warned that paranclin"

'thc growth of federalism is
" “potential ‘danger of-a-police
state resulting from--better :

~coramunications * and. scien-
tific crime -prevention facili-

J O

. raps Bobby Iu,nncd) tso

Annermost

its highest °

IFURRINSY

¢t Convewniion

ties such as la"mratones and
radios.

Belii quoled Hoover as’
saying at Chicago in 1953
that justice  has’ nothm'f to.

do with expediency . : . ‘heA
FBI will continue to be objcz-
tive regardless: of presstre-

groups’ which try to usc the

FBI to aitain thei~ own spl-. _

fish aims to the detriment o

_our people as a whuie.” | - - &

Belli concluded : by saymv

that there is no' need to:
“"'O']':

.change the. so-called-
; dling laws”. "He sald that the"
crime factor should .be to?

- preserve the freedom and theA K
lezal rights of the individual.:”
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) been received‘;, ang I waaf you to Imow how" much,your suppo*t

ts mem 'to"me

IRV NS
o -~ O

AN

o . "x'c r cifer of assi cta.nce is mdeed a.pprecia&.:l;
N .':howevar, ‘thers ia no way In whkich I can anthorize you to act
in.any capacity for the FBI. All citizens can bc of asslstance
* by referring to proper authomtws informatiocn they have of :
.criminal or subversive qature. you receive such informa-
tion, pléase feel free to contact rgpxesenmtives of our office

; located at 8801 Biscayne Bouleva.rd, Miami, ‘Florida 33187. o
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‘ LAW OFF’I”C‘ES
FRATES FAY & FLOYD

TWELFTH FLOOR CONCORD BUII.DING

: Agents of thie 'e:r.-»aiz;ry I read w'ih inte erest the'news"articles
eppearing in ths July 27, 1965 cditions of THE MIAMI HERALD

and THE MIAMI NEWS, v'hareiv you are guoted in your remarks .
_the c\.mericzm Trial Lawyers ’\asoczaaof' as referying to
' _the FBI .Directur, as an. f*deologzcal fagcigi, @

st

rAs a high public ofﬁcxaL Mr Hoover ia certainly. .

| not abové eriticiym, and.l do not in any way iraply that you eauuld. |

be restrained iz your. rig‘x to. criticize.. ‘However, itis ;bund:.ntly

-.apparent to'me that you have not followed his public’statament

and the infiuénce he has exetted throughout his long career as é

“. ! law enforcement o!ﬂcial when you term him a "fascist, regardleu
- of the description. Although in a poaition to abuse the power ve:ted
‘in him and the ¥BI, he hes eteadfastly and adamaantly rcfused ang’
. discouraged every. attempt made to transpose the FRI into'a
naticnal police fofce, A 1986 courageous-man imbued with secking
add;tional power- wou.ld Iong ago have a!,;gwcd the FBI to be an
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. Page Ne. &

S R

wm. Ja\m“uwp-o

@ of 41 "3d\’23€u leqizlation wblch v'ov.ll dce rive*

r vights aé free k.mericana. Ia Liz public ;
5¢a L‘» w3 rted each auampt over the years o£ mc«e
" &iiolbe.dc;:e I necossndy for muore wifsctive Bw cnforcerment &
-‘the igzternal aec_, ‘iﬁv i t.zm cuuzzz-'w; to azid to the powers of me
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. Caputad puetisesos
fJ ':""i’b?ﬂfl'_.ﬁlﬁ',llllu'ut
-7y wish | eould ke s
=4 than who believe jin i
ifelons, through the agoni ny -ord
T the last days ol waiting in the deathar.
‘howse 10 be hanged or -electrocuted,
through - tie put-wrenching  last meal, |
through the writing of the last’ heart-
breaking leuer 1o one's wileor daughter,
Let me do just this, nothing wore—uud
. I'd be able 1o defeat capital punishment !
DR singlehandedly. !
4.PLAYBOY: Do you
that the death penalty deters crime?
BEW: _Naturally, punishment does de-.

o

s
\ L

disagree with the view |
i
‘

pened  because  whoever considered it
1 simply fearcd’he'd wind up in the clink.
{ But you've got a difterent breed of moti-
vation in murder—because of its irra-.
A tionality. Most “murderers just don't
§-think »in. “terins . .of conscquences; they ‘i
don’t’ think it gJl, as u matter of fact. :
" Thus, the death penalty does very litde, -
*1if anything, to deter murder. T've-seen
prisoners join a- jailbreak, going right..
p:ist condemned row, doing exactly-what =
-they knew could put them in the death
house, and it didn’t deter them a bit. ’
PLAYBOY: " Examining another aspect -of
! American justice in a recent book called
iInmifocence, author . Edward  D. Radin
. “estimated that some 14,000 people cach
;yc:nr are convicted, imprisoncd ‘and in \
‘some cases exccuted for crimes they
didn't commit. Are thosc figures ‘accu- '
rate, in your opinion? .’ S
BELLI: We can't have any way of know-
ing for surc uuless their convictions are
- reversed—uid nothing like that number
- are. Circwestantial evidence can often be
loaded or misicadiig, annd evewitnesses
can be mistaken or untruthful, but I'm
“still not among ihose who fecl that a i
‘areat nuuiber of innocent people are
“convicted because of cither. 1 have too {
“much respect for our system of law to
_ believe that justice could miscarry so of-
" ten and on such a stale. Over and above
i that, I've had the practicyl experience to
ldeny the allegation. But, of course,
i miscarriages do occur, and probably al-
i ways will, for man-made law will always
"be fallible; but even if it happens only
Lonce in a million cases, we must reetily
tit and look for mcans to jimprove our :
“system of justice so that the sume mis- ;
: take isn't made again. 1[ by protecting
| the rights of an accused, providing him
- us we do with recourse to appeal for a
. ; reversed decision on the basis of irregu- ¢
S { larities in the conduct of his trial, we
 enable 1¢n guilty men to go free because ¥’
" heir lawyers get them off on a “legal :
technicality,” it would still be better -
- than for one innocent man to be convict- ;
~ed and imprisoncd, or cven: exceuted,
. because he had no such rccourse.
~ - IPLAYBOY: A moment ago .you brought !
) " up the fallibility of eycwitness
i o regard -policeme,

Ja\xhhw;\)

i

NI,

i ot I b (v f o aw by

ter.some crime. A lot of crime hasn’t hap- i :
1
i

testimony. .

BELLL: you: asked sthatiquess
stion. It-happens-to-be oné,-_otvghe,cm\azlL.s_.}
grind in my book I)ulla._\_,jmzfge,.‘]n i J
said I was convinced that_the testimonial .
credibility of policcmen’on the witness .
stand is often highly suspect, for it stoirs
from the belicl, deep in their jaw-abic- 4
ing.hearts, that they e serving a higlu.'
truth than justice when they testify (44
! the prosecution. They often know ¢, 1
. about the case in which they-are ter
: ing that-might be helpful to the defen
i ant—but they somctimes neither male i
i available to his attorney mor menticn §
in court. They are convinced—it's pi#
of being a cop—that the rcason the Jak
fendang is sitting there is that the B
their part of the law, has donelits j v
and that the job of judge and jury is§ .
provide x~guick, questionless conyictigly
! and a stiff sentence. The presumption
. innocence until guilt is proven i .%
. i lawyers, not for cops. The man must
7% U guilty, they think, or else why has
Dbeen arrested, arraigned ind brought
trial? So they sometimes convinee the
. selves that a modicum of truth stre i,
ing or truth omission on their part 7o e
achieve the desirable end that strict
- herence to the rule of cvidence -ofi
N not. (e . z
Ferhaps, of all people, [rom.w ¥
you've rcad of me, ‘and because of wi'€ '
I've just said,” you wouldn't expect g
to say this, but I think the ;\\*c.;g"
American: policeman not only is a g3
suy, but he's underpaid, overworl ¢ .
and 2 pretty damned good b being
‘He goes out of his way s nelp kids,
and to help people in trouble. It’s only i
the black sheep, e errant cop, who gets )
into the newspapers. And thank od '
there aren’t many of them. )
pLaYBOY: The U. S. crime rate is stcadily -
rising, and many law-enlorcemer t oi
, i cers are convinced that part of the caue
lies in the courts’ insistence on suict
rules of cvidence that provide lawyers, :
as you mentioned a moment ‘age, with
“legul loopholes™ tc spring tlieir client.. :

e e A v o to ¢ i ann et

! How do you feel about it? .
- H . .
{ El: What the police mentality scens

umable 10 comprehend is that those
. :“loopholes,” these technicalitics of ihe
: law, arc amonyg the inalicnable” prowee
. . . tions against the violatien and usur -
ton of human rights. T admit that 1 ¢
scen a few lagrandy guilty men @ p
through legal loopholes and go sxotd. ¢
iti my time; but far more oficn Uves e
tiese same loopholes used o ¢ -2 inno-
cent men and women who Woigl 0t
wise have pcrishcd or been sen s
for the best years of their lives. g%, that’s
not the reason for iic rising ¢+ e 1t -
"And it's certainly r st beciuse |+ opie i
growing morc lawless and <o Toved, as GF
~ e Tave darkly Kinced. X 253l
‘S e N S e é
3] noy }"E?‘K

prisen




T

f--O\Da) SONDB WINPT OODM INANLEWNO

/

Vv e b

RV ITCRNCR V)

e

ot

’.

wy

Y R S A

Ne=O W JOWU & (u,

“-e @o ws

{:By.MARTY, SCHRAM.
epor’fgé "ot The"ﬂh.n.l \ew:

dont like - Edfa ~Q‘ooh,r
-a:'d have 5o.1

i Geldwater”
e

].m
R “ld\’a . Flan

- "El : ‘v‘“ 1 123
voll - knqwa dander over’
}‘nr"c: that courts are coru.mb

~ erifninals,

W3

\JU

T Bl — former Prey
Jack Ruby, muréeer of Lee
les al

HUarvey Oswald —
Sthe  shghtest  suihs

law,

>
o)
- g
o8
It
™
3

”~

?

3
B

stanliy mo

" ing ‘coddling’ charge
- Teacy (*ve" itico— ati

.z week.” :

Boli :‘ec red 2,306 ccile
yesterday. at the m;.c.xcan
Trial Lawyers coavention &t
lhc Fi on‘axm.o-eau Raiel

2
RSN

@ O,
jw i
S
I
-~

't'
[3
P
[
o
0
[+3

'I'he c..nm(..uo::i guerantees
were written to profect the in-

use for -Dizgk

same ‘lospiaies’ aod’ (01.}\.‘
Lies’ of the law save the §
eont \:l«; otherwise would have

aite é *BI Chief Hoover
icgical faseist” whe has
created a Cod-like image of him- .
se‘.. through his “hz"n-p..\\e:eu
public relations or«...n‘zaum.

,;,..
2

“The - main re.xson 1 cislike

3st

Mr. Hoover and his embitlered

s Tbc attorney ‘.lzm po‘ried oat

‘Hiler's

t‘mt both Moover and Scn. Rob:
er{ Keutiedy (D-N.Y.) have-ad.

vocalpd allowing wirctapplag N
“evidence in the c'ourtroom, ’

D

I'm- } ast Victorian ~—
and legal — enough te bel
ﬂ‘at my In:).r.\, is sl my vas
ub " countered Belii,

“I'v’e had my phene ifpped -
since I firs! w0 dgar
Hoaver 250.- A*v‘ L\',s

me. l'.:; X
ol [ousets.

. The $7-year-tid atlorney (VI
be 53 Thuv-d o) is a-ccvnse\

in a loea! case, whers thwoe
Vyania barioaids are .,.f-x‘f!'*
-wifh indecent  eaposure.  The .

_girls  served dr inks wearirg
nothing but ms ties abave the’
Cwaistiine.  (Belll receaily won

o siwilar case in his home- g

,lc;'x San Frascisco.)
LTS Just ancther

law 40 ‘me,” said Beui. vs
2l a matter of cen.oramn. And
1 think it should ‘be up ¢
" ingividusls to decide “whal s -

‘nocent — not convict the guiliy, far.rightwingers” is . beca of
argued Beli. : their snide’ and swrephiious bad taste ia thcir own miobis.”
~ . :

LL

/1)\) ‘ R
E? CL SU E

o* e 5 -
PR B
oo g

the ...

-- Miami, Flori.'a



"B Rodert F. Kennedy. |

. ypArks to the nc\v‘y formed

z.g'wwtmn & the “-‘omame-

Melvin M. Bellucai'cd 5.0
A:ar ‘Hoover “2n- tceo.of'x-‘

}6 faccist” Mondey doring .

- m adilress at Miami- Beach.»'
“!, aiso took'a chap at" US.”

. \9"1 don't like Edgar Hoov
e Geclared the San Frangis
%8 attorney "os: he’ opéiied+his

Yimina} Law Section of the
2..-1'-can Trial Lawyers, in

wHotel

he defended the Amierican -
irt system and particular- |
the U.S. Suprome Court -
Ynst  charites that the
> Bx W 'ond to "cod\i " eriigi-
s “ L] . . 13
2950 said ‘cne of the, reas

doesn’t lxl\e Hoovar ix th

1.215,.org1nizatlo,..
- -i-‘€"an !m'*;:e of

Aericar
Te-American in

Y &iticans are
J@iv fear of him and alraid
'.5‘ ‘jticize him even x.-o“-A
6 know he is an moox-
17 asc'st."

[y

ig "lli wani-on 1o sa

9 he dislikes Hoaver
10 erabittered far-cightwing~
o 3 heczuso of their snide
4y suceeptitious erificism of
1:2 U.S. Supreme Court

+ Ivhat the courts ave doing,:
1 41 Belli, is protecting the
<rhif of the accused regard-
18; bt who ihey are.
163f sait Hoover and @i
.,.- it public relations aicn
;.:‘nfuse 11.8. comnion law
{ 8h Fréncli civil law “where
gcticizlly. .an accused mian
presumicd {o ‘ne z,ui!iy until
70wed otherwise.
As for a. lawyer R
0 keep. a
m_ jail,- this is &
ich 'everv : attomey

T

@

I\".' B ':Lh:-

“that the prineipal rea-
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junocent person’, ho srid, . posure  of - Junermost Br‘l'u' ~ aned
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Honorable Rober; L/.T loyd
.Frates,_ Fay and Floyd '

eory of your lettor of July 28,. 1965, which was sent to
uelvm“'ﬁem znd the tv;g B izmi newspapers._ ‘ g

: _'m, of ccurse, very gx-ateful for your ﬁne
Ay support and quick action in‘coming'te the dafense of the. FBI-
- 8, While I have never hesitdted to speak out when'
=0 gearrilous allegations of tolal irs espcnsibmty 'have been made
‘against the F5I or 2, I will not digully the comments in this
'instance becsuse of tha obvious character and baekgruand of
. t;he person maLing these gtatements. It was good of you,
__however, o show an ipterest m this matter, and I wanted

EE A O R R W SN

(DY
O 00

uincerely yours,i o
-:; ;,.': Ja Edgar b..\')OVGL i-. "

el s

- Mr. J ones (sent with cover: mem‘o). feyi
l’.é Mr. Morrell (sent W1th cover memo)
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Memomna’um
PR M Mohr - DATE: July 29, 1965
Al e
. ;§F_“?M o ’.C."fD. DeLoach{;’H, o ,
.SSUBJECT; :

el e

CWINF=OW®D J0 U s B r-

CE I Y R Y e s

23
P34

)5"'.'

a’1scharged even by Ruby P T A

. reflects that Belli referred to the Director as a ''ideological fascist" who ho,_ ;.
- created a God-like image of himself through his "'high-powered public relatjfis T

ACTION: | DitE. e fB=36

‘Director. i L N

- - - N - =
OPtiONAL 1024 WO, 10 2310-108 o

MAY 1942 EDITION

G3a GEN. REG. MO. 37 f{ _ : . e - T
UNITED STATES G° . .RNMENT o .

MELV]N BELLI _ ' -
ATTORNEY - SAN FRANCISCO, CALI\FORNIA

b4 o : . ]

.to gain as much notorxety as poss.ble wh11e servmg as counsel He was _1_at

1 have mentmned telephomcally to Mr. Tolson on 7- 28 65
Belli recently spoke before the Criminal Law Section of the American Trialf
Lawyers Conventlon m Nflaml, Flonda He later appeared on teleV1s1on ;

The att achea chopmg from the "Mlaml News" dated 7 27-65 ? '

- organization." We have already received letters from various individual ™
citizens taking issue with Belli and refer r1ng to him in very uncomplimentasy
terms—-whlch he deserves. ﬂ - PSP :

: I discussed this matter telephomcally with Judge Bob Floyd,
PreS1dent Elect Former Agents Society, on 7-27-65. There'is attached a
copy of a letter from Floyd-to Belli, copies of which have been given to var ious
newspapers in Miami,in which reports of Belh s scurrilous alleg'atlons con-
cernmg the D1rector appeared
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Enclosure Y.<
1 - Mr. Jones:
1 Mr Morrell
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4'THE APPEARANCE OF: MELSZIN.BEI.LLI
.- SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, A‘I‘TORNE
= ON THE LES’CRANE TELEVISION SHOW GHTLIFE"

o ras e R T aa okl

1

ik, he-c.aiatloned program is anlmterv:tew and d1scussmn(ltype sh
presented natlonally over the Amerlcan Broadcastmg Company network

‘remarks 7% appearing on this program on 7-20-65. Belli is, of course, the } g &5
attorney who acted as defense counsel for Jack Ruby in Dallas, Texas. He igk - |

1 an 1rrespons1b1e 1nd1v1dual who has made a number of scurrllous attacks on t
1 D1rector and the FBI . ‘

~'::'.' P o E \-' .

" He was interviewed by Les Crane, a well- known TV personah* : "';J‘L_. >
! ‘_‘_Who acts as master of ceremonies on "Nightlife. "oA transcript of this inter vf@v? =
-~is attached : ﬁ 3

_ To summarlze the transcnpt briefly .. Belli, as expected, made
. ’several nasty remarks concerning the Director and the FBI He alleged that
'FBI Agents are inclined to shade their testimony in court in the interest of 22
mamtammg a "90 ‘percent record of convictions." He compared the Director tg 2_;
-} Chief Parker of the Los Angeles Police Department claiming that Parker has -L
"brochures" on most of the people in the West and that Mr. Hoover has "brochuyr és
{on most of the people in the United States. He states "'that Chief Parker. asp1res*~
to Mr. Hoo:Ver s position which, I think, Mr. Hoover has held much too long.' - i
Belli further,states that Mr. Hoover "g1ves graduation addresses and tells- whe"e 3 f '_.
all the criminals are, “what they're /o1ﬁg now, the amount of the take and everythmg% ]
: else and says he is powerless to do ing. o %A:o a-wu

jol]

1-,\/-\3»,.',—-...

y

\'
L

ﬁ*

; . J Ewd_/w \" b _Q,(J./W) 2]
E (v‘é) To document his allegatmn concerni irector Belli- reierred
-3 ed Cook's book "The FBI Nobody Knows." He dited allegauons made by - 2
gmer SA Jack Levine which were set forth in this book stating as follows:''the
ology of the man at graduation. The boys having to come to him with certai=-
colored stockings, a certain necktle/not smoking a cigarette, having to bov. whzn
g;rthey meet him. All these sort of things remind me very much of the men s thes 3/
6 -t would go mto*the presence of Herman Goerrmg These thi gs don't belo ‘____E%n ":-, o
7% democracy AR o8 SENT MJCTOR % i dew
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‘ M A. Jones to DeLoach Memo
‘RE: " THE 'APPEARANCE OF MELVIN BELLI
( ON THE LES CRANE TELEVISION SHOW "NIGHTLIFE"

’ ; . ) i
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g e

: . ..;-,~'Crane refuted Belh's remarks at tlns pomt statmg that he had
spoken to "FBI men who have read the book " including a former Agent who i<EH
now an official in New York City and that they had all 1ndlcated that Levme Y

allegahons had no baS1s in fact

e

Jin the Arlzona‘ Bar Association because he (Lev1ne) had made cr1t10a1 remark
concermng Mr. Hoover.~ - & ;
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: 4.4.:-“_;var1ous other appellatmns 11ke that " :‘.-: -

; the Amerlcan Mechcal Aasocmtlon pract1ca11y every insurance

-admlt is that he is genera.lly regarded to be the greatest tr1a.1 lawyer

in America . today, ‘Melvin Belli.

- those Wlld trips that they get you 1n on t1me lettmg the wheels down

DRV D S I LI RIS SRPUUIE P POt J SLIP D Jor g SO e e teie - B il sana o

- ® S

TRANSCRIPTION OF EXCERPTS FROM -
' THE LES CRANE TV SHOW, "NIGHTLIFE, "'
ABC-TV, 7-20-65, REFLECTINGAN
INTERVIEW OF MELVIN BELLI BY .
' ‘ LES CRANE

L]

"You have a pretty good list so far, "

M

: "Among hlS enemles are the Amerlcan Bar Assomatro

;
L 2l

company in the United States, Robert F. Kennedy, J Edgar Hoover, ;y!g

Richard leon, how much time do we have?"
"You've made me out a Eretty good guy so far thoug M

"However, _one thing that most of hlS critics have to

"Yea.h we ]ust came from San Franmsco on one of s

-~

T
F5U;

J._.._

- ‘9—-?.- comems e




i way up there and bringing you on in they gave you a great b1g meal B

T over Philadelphia and then after they gave us thlS meal they brought

= ‘(1).. \ us down 3 000 feet every second and then we had trouble 1nc1ud1ng
§ . “':;_Caesar (s1c) all the way down. " (Dlalogue concermng Belh's wearn
4 :"_: {apparel and the fog in San Franmsco not transcrlbed ) .
C:§RANE i o "You ve been gettmg a lot of attentlon lately, they had
', 9 :;:. » 'Playboy Magazme.! You made the co

e Edgar Hoover or the wawter We were a little concerned about that Ol

"For those who m10ht not have read the magazine articfy

would you like to repeat some of the things you said about Bobby nermedy ‘?"
"Well, if I did what was-on the cover you'd be out of 4 iob

and I'd be out of a profession. I don't know‘ why he put that on there..:

12 ‘you know sometimes when you g‘we these 1nterv1ews you do use a 11"t1e
N :; . ‘ language that I thlnk is a httle manly, a httle rough and then it comes out ' =
| ' :2 ; -.]ust exactly as you said it. That's a new type of ]ournahsm.

Like the Umvers1ty of Cahforma I guess they all graduated from' *

P Y

*Ginzburg was formerly the publisher of "Eros.' He was convicted .
-.. of pornography for sending "Eros'" and two other publications thrOI "h
the mail. He is appeahng this conviction. '
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C Were strun,:, out on the cover there and I saw them there, that here

the rest of the day. "'

- ‘:.I:"m ”s_orryfthat he was beaten. -

‘he was a great Senator and he was doing a great jck."

one down there."

‘would a.nd see what he does do because here in the troubled years ahead
and certamly there are going to be troubled years ahead this man
' a.vowedly wants to run for the Pre51dency. Either he or h1s

brother, one of them now is a candidate.

R SR Lo I ORI S PRy SR S T S SN SO L

there. ’Those four letter words appear on the cover. The way they

Belh says thls about Kennedy I Went back and stayed in the shower L ks

"What are some of the thmgs you feel about our Sena- :

New York that you can say ‘6n telev1s1on?" '
"Oh I thought the Senator you had was a great man,

’Ifhat's-the onev-you re referrmg to?"

"No, I'm referring to Robert F. Kennedy."

PEL_EY. DURIRY

i The present gne? I don't know what he is doing dovi

there now, but I was sorry to see the man you had beaten, I thought i i

" "Ishe evading the issue? . Is that what he is doing?"
"Not exactly, I think I've said enough about the other
'fYou don't want to talk about prby at all?"

"Not too much, I'd rather wait and see, I ihink we all

One or the other isgoil:




run this we know and he may turn out to be a good man.

The brother

vy .

PP
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' semant1cally kmd they say that he bought the Pres1dency .He

'lot of money mto gettmg 1t Once he got in there he was a great Pxe

sweet cruy ina mascuhne sord of, way, Ad1a1 Stevenson, a man that L

"it makes you {eel goed that we love him so much and here was an egf*:%ad,’
I here was a real intellectual and we thought that he stood about at the wip of

coogey 05
. E 36, the- list. We all loved him, He was a great man. Graciousness, generosﬂ:}
,kmdness old school sort of Chesterf1e1d1an. The first.man that would stainc_
When a woman came into the room., A11 of these gracious things that

'thought we’ve lost in this life I thmk were personified in th1s great Adlsu

Stevenson and 1t's such a wonderful thing to see that we still love those
happy in sadness to see SO many ‘other people liked him too. "
""When you undertook the defense of Jack Ruby, I

1magme the question that leapt to the mmds of lots of your fr1em<

'
i
. ’&"

and people who don't know you and don’t know that much ab')ut
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.trlal lawyer has. Because then you know you have a champ1on in your

i A A LA L VI L AR I S R
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T a child‘who hes lost a leg, a drunken taxicab driver or a motorist. But -

il _- _the ones that-are tough, the ones that are-close, the ones you've got Lo
. ‘ : _exi)lain--they’rethe“-ones that need a go_od lawyer and I think, I say

16~ again, that .the thing the layman-'critioize's usAfor"they say one tir-ne'he-
' s representmg the corporatlon the other t1me he is representmg the inGivi¢
20 o He is crying for this s1de today or tomorrow he will by crymg for the o her';

A " side. I think that’s our greatest attnbute.
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